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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARy

This report is situated within a process of research, reflection and publication on democratisation and development in Angola 
and Southern Africa. The project was started in September 2004 by the Catholic University of Angola and the University 
of Coimbra, and has resulted to date in three international conferences (Luanda, August 2004; Luanda, September 2008; 
Brussels, November 2009) and the publication of three books: ‘The Process of Transition to Multi-party Politics in Angola’ – O 
Processo de Transição para o Multipartidarismo em Angola (Luanda 2006, 2007 & 2008); ‘Civil Society and Politics in An-
gola: the Regional and International Context’ – Sociedade Civil e Política em Angola, Enquadramento Regional e Internacional 
(Luanda 2008 & 2009); and ‘Southern Africa – Civil Society, Politics and Donor Strategies’ (Brussels 2009). 

In dealing with a long-term project which is not only academic and scientific but also deals with activism and civic ad-
vocacy, the two universities, together with the University of Wageningen in the Netherlands, which joined the process, 
decided to take the discussion and reflection to one of the principal international donor centres, to the European Parlia-
ment in Brussels, where they organised a new conference and launched a new publication, Southern Africa – Civil Society, 
Politics and Donor Strategies (European Parliament, Brussels, 17 November, 2009). The new conference and publication 
built on the existing work, and also widened its scope to include analysis of donor strategies.

The methodology adopted in this process in the conferences and books aims to stimulate extended discussion, 
reflection and action on the issues being analysed, bringing together not just academics, but also members of so-
called civil society organisations (CSOs) and activists, as well as politicians, church members and other contribu-
tors whose input is considered relevant to the discussion.

To incorporate and support the work of the new international Brussels conference, the organisers considered it 
important to prepare a progress report for this long-running project and process, placing special emphasis on the 
issues discussed in the two last conferences in Luanda. In the analysis arising from the conference panels in 2004 
and 2008, we found several issues that represent serious constraints to civil society action and the processes 
of democratisation and development. The key issues that emerged were: constraints to media activity by those 
in power; deficiencies within the justice system, in the defence of and respect for human rights; authoritarianism; 
weaknesses in relation to the organisations of the international community; and clientelistic management of the 
political system and its negative impact on development and equitable access to state resources. 

Perhaps surprisingly, we also found much similarity between the problems encountered at these levels in Angola 
and those of several southern African countries analysed in the second conference in 2008, highlighting a need 
for more detailed comparative studies on the political and economic systems of the countries of the whole south-
ern African region. While the full analysis from the third conference in 2009 was not yet available at the time of 
preparing this progress report, the analysis, outcomes and learning from the two earlier conferences and the three 
publications made the way forward for the project in 2010 clear. It is planned that the project will move forward 
with two publications in 2010. The first of these will be on the electoral processes in Angola, with its main emphasis 
on the perspectives of the politicians who were part of the first and second legislatures from 1992 to the present. 
For a more regional perspective, the second book will focus on the political economy of the region and its impact 
on development. In addition a fourth international conference is being planned in consultation with partners in the 
region. This will focus on the decentralisation process, comparing experiences, processes and results in the region. 
It is likely to take place in either a southern province of Angola or in Mozambique, in order to capture a full range of 
local experience and learning from actors in the region.

This report is divided into three parts, corresponding to the three international conferences and three books pub-
lished. It deals with the key points of each event and publication.
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FIrSt IntErnatIonaL conFErEncE & FIrSt Book  
(Luanda 2004): tHE ProcESS oF tranSItIon  

to muLtIParty PoLItIcS In anGoLa

The first public event of this project was the international conference on The 
Process of Transition to Multiparty Politics in Angola, held at the Catholic Uni-
versity of Angola, in Kinaxixi, Luanda, on 19–20 August 2004, with approxi-
mately 300 people attending over two days. The conference was structured 
around six main panels dedicated to themes and problems that were consid-
ered most relevant at the time. The first panel dealt with historical and cultural 
contextualisation, while the remainder dealt with contemporary issues such as 
the process of political transition in Angola, civil society, and relations with the 
international community. A theme particularly sensitive at the time was the fu-
ture constitution, administrative and political planning, and general elections. 
The panels were conducted in a participative manner with lively discussions be-
tween speakers, and between speakers and the audience, always tolerant and 
respectful of different opinions.

The conference was a first landmark of open and wide discussion in Angola on 
politically sensitive subjects, and included the participation of representatives 
of several political parties, including the two principal parties MPLA and UNITA, 
at a time when the country was emerging from a long civil war and reorganising 
itself by preparing new electoral processes which would lead to the normalisa-
tion and legitimisation of political institutions. As well as speakers, guests from 
several countries including the USA, UK, Netherlands and France were present 
at the conference.

I First International Conference  
& First Book (Luanda August 2004):  
The Process of Transition  
to Multiparty Politics in Angola

I
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KEy POINTS FROM PANEL DISCUSSION DURING 
FIRST CONFERENCE – LUANDA 20041

First Panel – Historical and Cultural Background

Panel moderated by Justino Pinto de Andrade (UCAN), with Douglas Wheeler (Uni-
versity of New Hampshire), Almerindo Jaka Jamba (UNITA) and Ruy Duarte de 
Carvalho (Universidade Agostinho Neto).

Justino Pinto de Andrade –Multi-ethnic and multicultural Angola 

	      Angola is a multi-ethnic and multicultural state. From an ethnic and socio-
cultural perspective, no group can claim historical primacy in order to in-
voke hegemonic legitimacy. We are also part of the current globalisation 
process, subject to regional migrations (from inside and outside the coun-
try) and to diverse information flows. In order to build a true utopia we will 
need to define a single national identity from traditional affiliations (based 
on a social ‘memory’), or by rejecting or assimilating external elements.

	      The Angolan nation that we hope to build should begin from an affirma-
tion and acceptance of our complex historical reality, adopting policies 
of identity which promote the ethnic, cultural, religious and racial diver-
sity of who we are.

	      The existing major social and regional inequalities represent the princi-
pal causes behind feelings of rejection, which in turn contribute to the 
emergence of ideological nationalism, with unforeseen consequences. 
Economic and social development are among the most important pillars 
in the creation of the nation-state, gradually overturning the huge differ-
ences we see today and placing this objective at risk.

Douglas Wheeler – Lack of research on nationalism

	      Analysis of the historical roots of Angolan nationalism has yet to be 
conducted – the oldest African nationalism in central-western Africa in 
terms of published literature.

Jaka Jamba –Cultural and linguistic policies

	      Angola, a multi-ethnic and multicultural country, presents great cultural, 
ethnic, linguistic, racial and religious diversity. This diversity, far from being 
an obstacle to the construction of the nation and affirmation of identity, is a 
valuable inheritance that must be maintained and its value recognised.

1 As it is impossible to present the various panel interventions in total, we present a summary of presentations given. The selection of interven-
tions was done by the editor and rapporteur, and reflects points which were considered to be most relevant from the different interventions. 
There is no presentation of audience interventions due to inexistence of audio register. The agenda also included a round table moderated by 
Nicholas Shaxson of Chatham House, and made up of Christine Messiant of the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris, São 
Vicente from AAA – Financial Services, and Carlinhos Zassala from the University Agostinho Neto.
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	      One of the major issues raised throughout Angolan history regarding 
cultural identity, however, is the articulation of appropriate cultural and 
linguistic policies which affirm the identity of the cultural linguistic mo-
saic, bringing this forward to modern times.

Ruy Duarte de Carvalho – Democratic deficit

     Some discourse speaks of democratic freedom as if one were dealing with 
returning a lost freedom to people. I believe we lose nothing in admitting 
that the democratic freedoms spoken of today never existed within the 
societies from which Angolan society emerged. Regarding recent memory 
and the lived experience of present generations, the results are above all a 
culture of war, violence and survival. 

     There are still people in Angola subsisting in very poor conditions, and ex-
amples abound where even limited political awareness would recognise 
some of our greatest deficits: the state, administration, hunger, poverty, 
health, culture and education.

Second Panel – The Angolan Political Transition Process

Panel moderated by Vicente Pinto de Andrade (UCAN), with Christine Messiant 
(École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris), Michel Cahen (Centre 
d’Etude d’Afrique Noire, Bordeaux) and Filomeno Vieira Lopes (Frente para a De-
mocracia – FPD).

Vicente Pinto de Andrade – Elections as a basis for democratic sustainability

     The current Angolan political system is an offshoot of the system structured 
during the one-party regime, built on Marxist-Leninist foundations, whether 
in planning objectives, organisational planning or functioning of political pow-
er, which within the Constitution explicitly called for an MPLA monopoly. 

     If it is true that multi-party politics is a fundamental instrument of democracy, 
it is also true with regard to democratic rules that there is still much to be 
done, in the hope that local government, legislative and presidential elections 
will create the necessary foundations for a sustainable democracy.

Christine Messiant – Hegemonic power in multi-party politics

     The outcome of the war in the form of a military victory brought about 
the situation which we have today, this ‘peace that is with us’ (a paz que 
estamos com ela). Victory allowed the government to avoid formal negotia-

FIrSt IntErnatIonaL conFErEncE & FIrSt Book  
(Luanda 2004): tHE ProcESS oF tranSItIon  

to muLtIParty PoLItIcS In anGoLaI
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tion processes, instead conducting opaque bilateral negotiations with a de-
feated UNITA. Political success was considerable: those in power kept con-
trol of the state and, in the absence of a formal transition process, found 
themselves able to marginalise political or civil forces that might have be-
come involved in the transition. Thus they neutralised not only UNITA, but
the whole political arena. Peace could systematically be orientated towards 
consolidation and legalisation of their power, and towards the objective of 
achieving a decisive electoral victory in order to facilitate further consolida-
tion and a lasting hegemony. 

     With the exception of Cabinda – where the politics of military neutralisation 
and political suppression was carried out against a backdrop of interna-
tional silence – there was an improvement in the situation for the population 
linked to the peace, to the reduction in arbitrary treatment and likelihood of 
death and hunger, and to the possibility of establishing basic living condi-
tions. There were also clear changes: in regime discourse, in some contexts 
and in certain practices. The government could no longer afford to be seen 
as an all-powerful state party, and had to make some cosmetic changes to 
disguise its true nature, as it had an interest in reconciling the support of 
the international community and the image of the president as the ‘archi-
tect of the peace’. 

     These changes would not however prevent the continuing absence of de-
mocracy, while the massive capture of national resources by a small minor-
ity leading the country continues. Even less would they prevent domination 
of the party in power over the state and society, with government policy 
continuing to avoid being held to account, hence obstructing democratic 
legality and the rights of citizens. The political economy would not undergo 
fundamental changes in natural wealth appropriation, redistribution mech-
anisms, regime practice or the development of democratic institutions.

     What actually happened in Angola was the reconversion of dictatorial power 
from the one-party state to authoritarian hegemonic power adapted to mul-
ti-party politics, where democracy and legality are simultaneously used and 
ignored, twisted and violated by a political system and political economy 
which ensures the domination of an oligarchy connected to arbitrary and 
predatory power, whose legitimacy is by nature clientelistic, not democrat-
ic. New Angolan capitalism is not liberal, and is above all characterised by 
extreme political interference in nominations for accumulatory positions, 
with the real possibility, for several citizens, of enhancing their wealth.
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Michel Cahen – The need for democracy and pluralism in Africa

     There are two questions to which I believe the answer is unequivocally af-
firmative:
- does Africa need democracy?
- does it need pluralistic democracy?

     African societies, just like any other, are historically plural, and people need 
to be able to discuss and decide their future. This in no way implies copying 
Europe, but rather that the democratic question is, in the long term, a key 
issue for African societies. 

     A ‘danger’ exists where authentic democratisation has to face powerful factors 
and actors with the opposite purpose. Sooner or later however, these powers 
of pluralism and plurality discover ways and means of expressing themselves.

Filomeno Vieira Lopes – Management of political power inhibits development

     The consolidation of power in Angola has an inverse relationship to economic 
development, with non-development the result of such management. In other 
words, political management has led to an absence of economic development. 

     The experience of many African countries tells us that a power based on neo-
patrimonialism is unable to promote development at the level we expect, in 
the modern sense of the term. This explains the irrelevance of the economic-
political transition process initiated at the end of the one-party system. With-
in such a logic, open political debate and the electoral challenge itself (the 
only guarantee of pluralism) are from the very beginning corrupted in their 
intention; the objective ceases to be that of changing the nature of power, 
but rather legitimising it in the hands of its habitual holders. 

     In Angola, political and economic liberalisation has seen the use of public re-
sources and the national wealth for personal benefit and maintenance of power 
by a well identified segment of society resorting to neo-patrimonial and clien-
telistic mechanisms and supporting predatory use of public resources.

Third Panel – Civil Society

Panel moderated by Benjamim Castello (Jubileu 2000 Angola), with Fernando 
Pacheco (ADRA-Angola), João Paulo N’Ganga (Jornal Folha 8), Jorge Eurico (AJPD) 
and Cristina Salvador (Universidade Técnica de Lisboa).

Benjamim Castello – A strong civil society for a strong state

     Civil society is the poor relation of the family in this country that calls itself 

FIrSt IntErnatIonaL conFErEncE & FIrSt Book  
(Luanda 2004): tHE ProcESS oF tranSItIon  

to muLtIParty PoLItIcS In anGoLaI
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Angola, as shown by the quality of our political class and our state. There 
cannot be a strong state without a strong civil society. It is civil society that 
creates the foundations for a strong state. How can we build a strong state 
if almost all of us have come from a weak civil society? The political lead-
er of today is yesterday’s ordinary citizen. Given that this ordinary citizen 
emerged from a weak civil society, what we can expect from the political 
leader or statesperson of tomorrow?

Fernando Pacheco – CSO limiting factors

     I am pleased that this conference is dealing with the transition to multi-
party politics and to democracy, because they are not the same thing. I un-
derstand the transition to multi-party politics as a step – among others – in 
the construction of democracy.

     In generic terms, a democratic culture does not exist in Angola. This is obvi-
ous from the functioning of political parties, the state apparatus and CSOs. 
This is a result of the weight of our history – our cultural roots are not re-
ally democratic; the leadership of national liberation movements did not have 
democratic reference points (either in Portugal, in neighbouring countries, or 
even in Eastern European where many leaders studied); we lived almost all 
the 20th century under totalitarian regimes, first fascist, and then Leninist.

     In a society so marked by war and totalitarian and authoritarian govern-
ments – including the colonial past, and by external pressures and influ-
ences (political, economic, etc.), and without a business infrastructure of 
significant economic and political weight, it is difficult to imagine a strong 
civil society. However, various external factors contributed to the weaken-
ing of Angolan civil society which are important to bear in mind:
1. The weight of history.
2.  The weight of oil and its role in the corruption and erosion of elites (what 

government is going to yield to pressure from its citizens when it doesn’t 
need them for fiscal revenues and the state budget?).

3.  The media, which ignores the reality and achievements of civil society 
and its organisations, does not investigate the unfolding social proc-
esses of this country.

4.  The majority of Angolan intellectuals of renown, with some notable ex-
ceptions, do not understand the importance and new role of civil society 
generally. They place a low value on Angolan civil society, regarding it as 
a parasite of external aid, thus distancing themselves from the political 
and social struggles which citizens advance in their attempt to affirm 
citizenship, and do not understand the scale of these struggles.

5.  Some sectors of the international sphere (e.g. governments, agencies and 
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NGOs) impose their own agendas (for example on the environment, gender, 
HIV and AIDS, transparency, good governance, human rights, democracy 
and corruption) without taking our own agendas into account, especially our 
rhythms. The idea of resistance or blocking of local initiatives emerges here, 
without being concerned about research and knowledge of the reality.

João Paulo N’Ganga – Social communication and limited freedoms 

     Looking back to the Luena Memorandum, we note that the country, unfor-
tunately, basically continues to be perceived and communicated as Luanda 
only, where the majority of the media, state-owned and private, is concen-
trated, where Radio Ecclesia is based, and where its ambitions to expand 
beyond the capital continue to be curtailed by government authorities.

     Looking at the colonial model of development, the coast (i.e. Luanda, Ben-
guela and Lubango) has greater access to information in comparison to the 
interior. Of the three major media institutions that we know, television, ra-
dio and newspapers, from the perspective of the population the newspa-
pers are insignificant: to illustrate the point, the only daily newspaper in 
the country, the Jornal de Angola, has a print run of 20,000 copies for a 
population of 12 to 13 million people. With eight private weekly newspa-
pers and an average print run of eight to nine thousand copies, we see how 
limited their reach is. What is still occurring is maintenance of a quasi-state 
monopoly in terms of production and control of media dissemination.

     A false perception exists that the Angolan media are pluralistic, which is 
not the case. Independent of what is legislated, what actually exists is a 
‘licence of expression’, not ‘freedom of expression’ or ‘freedom of the press’; 
we know in relation to private media institutions that a licence has a validity 
and expiry date, capable of being revoked without notice at any moment. 
The country functions on different licences, meaning that the democratic 
model exists de jure, but not de facto.

     Our controlled and restrictive media are a product of the previous one-party 
regime, stubbornly refusing to disappear entirely. On the one hand we have 
the state media, propagandist in nature, dominated by the party in power, 
where criticism and the formulation of new ideas are suppressed, often bla-
tantly through coercion; on the other, we have private media institutions 
seeking not to assimilate the official discourse of the party-state and its 
distilled dogmas, and frequently regarded as unpatriotic. Also noteworthy 
is the interchange and flow between the state-owned and private media, 
a result not only of constant meddling in the private media by the party in 
power, but also of the limited number of journalists in the Angolan sector. 
This is an obstacle to the freedom of the private media.

FIrSt IntErnatIonaL conFErEncE & FIrSt Book  
(Luanda 2004): tHE ProcESS oF tranSItIon  

to muLtIParty PoLItIcS In anGoLaI
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Jorge Eurico – precarious judicial system

     It is well known that we have a precarious judicial system full of deficien-
cies, some of which are the result of the anachronistic laws that underlie 
the structure of Angolan justice. These include the Penal Code, the Code 
of Penal Process, the Law of the Unified System of Justice and the Law of 
Protective Custody. What type of democracy and state do we want, with a 
judicial system massively weakened? 

     Civil society has the right to participate in the political life of the coun-
try, and to contribute, criticise, denounce and pressurise government as 
it considers necessary. Similarly, government has a duty to interact with 
interested citizens. The important thing is that we build a truly democratic 
culture that is respectful of law.

     Without fear of error, we can affirm that Angolan civil society participation 
is essential for sowing the seeds fundamental for democracy; it is neces-
sary to challenge the major democratic deficit illustrated by state institu-
tions and political parties.

     It is unrealistic to hope that democratic consolidation will come from institu-
tions that are based on anti-democratic practices. It is also necessary that 
political parties engage more: if they do not internally cultivate democracy, 
we will not have a democratic country.

Cristina Salvador – The question of urbanisation in Angolan cities

     The extent of the housing problem in Angolan cities can be judged from 
the enormous growth of informal housing in outlying bairros (townships), of 
ruined dwellings or precarious construction in the city centres. This situa-
tion reflects a great lack of housing for those with limited resources and the 
complete absence of a timely and clear state response.

     A glance at the city of Luanda confirms the coexistence of formal and informal 
systems of distribution and marketing of land plots and houses, where market 
rules and customary law are intermixed with bureaucratic practices connected 
to existing legislation. We see this in some recent and outlying bairros, with fami-
lies who built their own homes with cash received from informal housing or land 
transactions living alongside newly arrived families that paid residency commit-
tees for the ‘distribution’ of a plot of land, while in some older bairros, customary 
law still exists and regulates the subdivision of plots of land or new sites. 

     In all cities, the informal land and housing market is intense, but the state 
remains outside these transactions. This distance renders considerable 
tracts of the city ‘illegal’, thus rendering it difficult for local people, whether 
individuals, families or communities, to intervene to legalise occupancy.
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     Looking at the bairros of the extreme periphery, we notice that the non-ex-
istence of official structures and administrators and the general inaccuracy 
of registration of property and ownership favour uncontrolled occupation. 
The questions that most affect and control who lives in these areas can be 
divided into (1) the right to housing and security of tenure; and (2) access to 
basic services and infrastructure.

     By analysing these problems, we can judge to what extent these problems 
are purely administrative, reflecting institutional disinvestment, which en-
dangers the future of the cities.

Fourth Panel – The International Community

Panel moderated by Gerald Bender (University of Southern California), with Paulo 
Teixeira Jorge (MPLA), Arvind Ganesan (Human Rights Watch) and Manuel Paulo 
(Middlesex Business School, London).

Gerald Bender – Diplomacy of the Office of the President

     Angolan diplomacy is still substantially driven by the Office of the President 
and not by the Ministry of External Relations, a fact that has many implica-
tions (not always positive), including limiting the extent of diplomatic activi-
ties abroad and inhibiting external investment in the country. 

     The international community presence has grown significantly, particularly 
in the area of NGOs.

Paulo Teixeira Jorge – Strengthening economic diplomacy

     The future of Angolan relations with the international community needs to 
be seen in the context of strengthening political and diplomatic relations 
and enhancing economic diplomacy. This enables Angola to demonstrate 
internal efforts in economic and social development and business oppor-
tunities for the state, for multinational companies and other fundamental 
partners for the sustainable development of Angola.

     Greater and more dynamic Angolan diplomacy at the level of international 
and regional organisations, and the strengthening of bilateral or multilater-
al cooperation with the Community of Lusophone Countries (CPLP), the Eu-
ropean Union and other states, particularly those influencing international 
politics, could contribute to the better positioning of Angola among nation 
states and to economic and social development, and to meeting the just 
and legitimate aspirations of the Angolan people.

FIrSt IntErnatIonaL conFErEncE & FIrSt Book  
(Luanda 2004): tHE ProcESS oF tranSItIon  
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Arvind Ganesan – Mismanagement of revenues

     Angola has natural resources that would permit it to become a model of 
development. However, the opaqueness of State revenues and expenditure 
has generated concern among multilateral financial institutions, NGOs, 
businesses and governments, as well as within Angola itself, regarding the 
massive mismanagement of these revenues. 

     The level of mismanagement is extremely worrying. ‘Unexplainable’ discrep-
ancies from 1997 to 2002 add up to nearly US$4.2 billion, making an an-
nual average of $703 million over the period, some 9.25 per cent of GDP. 

     Over the same period, total government social expenditure was nearly US$3.6 
billion, about $600 million less than the total missing funds. Nearly one million 
Angolans depend on international assistance as their only means of survival; 
3.7 million people depend on some type of international aid. However, the $4.2 
billion that disappeared is only $55 million less than the total spent by govern-
ment, the United Nations and the majority of international humanitarian agen-
cies in responding to the dramatic humanitarian needs of the country.

     The lack of transparency and mismanagement has had an extremely nega-
tive impact on the well-being of the population. Approximately 70 per cent 
of Angolans live in poverty, and the country is in 164th place out of 175 
countries on the 2003 Human Development Index (HDI).

     Some steps towards greater transparency were taken when the government 
and IMF began a possible agreement in 2000. This agreement included a study 
known as the Oil Diagnosis to monitor oil revenues, to determine the amount 
deposited in the Central Bank and to create a model for government to better 
monitor exact revenues. Regrettably, the agreement with the IMF did not lead 
to a formal programme, due to the failure of the Angolan government to imple-
ment several measures and disagreements which emerged on both sides.

     The government will have to consistently publish audit reports, financial debt regis-
ters, oil revenues and expenditure to secure maximum transparency. Perhaps the 
greatest need is for Angolan society to constantly scrutinise how government uses 
the funds. This is a basic and decisive step for the transition process in Angola.

Manuel Paulo – Foreign policy over personal interest

     In the face of problems, denunciations and constant accusations by Global 
Witness and Human Rights Watch reports, western governments and citi-
zens have lost confidence in the Angolan authorities. 

     With peace, it is essential to formulate a foreign policy focused on national 
reconstruction, well grounded in terms of information and research, and de-
fending the interests of the Angolan state over individual interests.
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Fifth Panel – Constitution, Administrative Structure and General Elections

Panel moderated by Adérito Correia (UCAN), made up of Bornito de Sousa (MPLA), 
Abel Chivukuvuku (UNITA), Luís do Nascimento (FpD) and Lindo Bernardo Tito (PRS).

Bornito de Sousa – The approval of the Constitution is a priority

     We must have a straightforward discussion in Angola and define a consti-
tution that can best serve the organisation and appropriate functioning of 
the state and society; the classic models must just be references and not 
templates to be copied.

     The fundamental question regarding the Constitution and elections is not 
only one of chronology. If it were, we could organise elections tomorrow. 
The fundamental question is: do we first establish the rules (i.e. the Con-
stitution) and then play by those rules, or the opposite – first play the game 
(i.e. run elections) and then define the rules? The first option seems more 
sensible because of the guarantees of stability and security that it gives 
to all political, economic and social actors, to people in general, especially 
young people, for a post-electoral future. If there are areas where it is vital 
to achieve national consensus, these are undoubtedly the Constitution and 
the economic and social guarantees of its political institutions.

     It is important to remind ourselves that haste is not always the best way to arrive 
most rapidly and in the best condition. In 1992 UNITA was demanding elections 
in six months’ time, and the grave result of that demand is known. In the well-
known fable, it was not the hare which arrived first at the finishing line.

Abel Chivukuvuku - Participative constitutional dialogue

     Constitutional political dialogue must be cross-party with the effective par-
ticipation of recognised CSOs of unquestionable repute, so that the final 
decision reflects the will of the widest possible representation of political, 
economic, social and professional actors of our country.

     It is my wish that as a country we no longer hesitate to become truly democratic 
and that we cease to apply the law of the strongest. I hope that we will cease to 
be a potentially rich country, with the majority of its population living in poverty, 
with growing imbalances between the coast and the interior, and that we can 
journey towards development and progress. I am waiting anxiously for an end 
to the cloud hanging over us which characterises and stigmatises a political 
regime based on clientelism, cronyism and corruption. I believe sincerely in this 
dream of fulfilling our destiny of real accommodation, democratic practice and 
social well-being, of achieving this ourselves in our own era.

FIrSt IntErnatIonaL conFErEncE & FIrSt Book  
(Luanda 2004): tHE ProcESS oF tranSItIon  

to muLtIParty PoLItIcS In anGoLaI



dEmocratIc and dEVELoPmEnt ProcESSES  
In anGoLa and SoutHErn aFrIca

ProGrESS rEPort14

Luís do Nascimento – Expiry of legislature without constitutional approval

     The passing from the one-party regime to the multi-party regime, or the 
transition from mitigated constitutionalism to a precarious constitutional-
ism, did not allow a true transition from ‘dictatorial revolutionary democ-
racy’ to a pluralist democracy.

     This is because, with the resumption of war after the 1992 electoral cri-
sis, the democratic transition process was immediately suspended, and 
the political structure retained. Changes were superficial and were limited 
to those necessary for external legitimacy in the eyes of the international 
community. Autocratic regimes use and abuse the democratic legitimacy 
of the ‘electoral victors’, seeking to confuse democracy with the dictator-
ship of the majority. In effect, the one-party regime did not change, but the 
formal transformations (1992 elections, parliament, parliamentary major-
ity government, formally democratic Constitutional Law, etc.) are used as 
legitimising instruments within a dictatorial democratic order.

     The consequence of this reverse was a devaluing of democracy and empty-
ing of the meaning of the National Assembly itself. In this way, the National 
Assembly legislature expired without having decided or exercised its com-
petencies in relation to constitutional revision and approval of the Constitu-
tion of the Republic of Angola.

Lindo Bernardo Tito – Federal state

     It is undeniable in Angola that ethnic groups are the pillars in the formation 
of the current state, just as they are in the municipalities of Europe. Such 
a foundation of our state cannot be ignored in studies or decentralisation 
strategies. Irresponsible voices have misrepresented the relevance of the 
subject and resorted to the use of epithets such as ‘tribal’ or ‘regionalist’. 
This reductionist vision removes the possibility, in this phase of transition, 
of being able to explore various expressions of state decentralisation, which 
is what all the ethnic groups in Angola are effectively calling for.  

     Within the Angolan political class, an insatiable desire exists to serve one-
self from state power, without serving the interests of the people. Thus we 
are witnessing a simulation rather than effective decentralisation. In Africa, 
leaders unfortunately think that a concentration of powers is synonymous 
with hegemony and personal prestige.

     To put an end to the excessive powers which Luanda possesses would put a 
stop to the unjust use of public resources for the benefit of the holders of politi-
cal power, and would ensure local development within specific boundaries.

     The Partido de Renovação Social (Party for Social Renewal) argues for decen-
tralisation in Angola from a political perspective allied to democracy, based on 
the harmonious cohabitation of Angola’s peoples and balanced regional social 
development. Loyal to our political programme from the 1992 elections, we 
advocate a federal state with six federate states making up the nation.
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FIRST BOOK: THE PROCESS OF TRANSITION TO MULTI-PARTy 
                             POLITICS IN ANGOLA

After the conference, a book of 375 pages was collated, adopting the same title as the 
conference and closely following its structure. The authors were mainly the conference 
speakers, though others were added whose contribution provided further analysis of the 
themes. The work was first launched in Luanda on 31 May 2006, with a later launch in 
Lisbon on 22 June 2006 at the City of Lisbon Foundation, broadcast live to lusophone 
African countries by RDP - Africa, followed by a public debate at the House of Angola in 
Lisbon on 6 July 2006. Three editions of the book were published in April 2006, May 
2007 and September 2008, in response to high and continuing demand and illustrat-
ing the value of the book to different audiences. This success was of considerable use in 
evaluating the work of the project and in deciding how to take forward the themes.

Some texts were added to those presented during the Luanda conference, when Nuno 
Vidal organised two panels on Angola three months later, at the annual meeting of the 
African Studies Association (ASA) in New Orleans (11-14 November 2004), and were 
inserted thematically in the chapters of this work.

The work is divided into six chapters. Chapter I brings together editorials from the 
book’s editors, Nuno Vidal (FEUC) and Justino Pinto de Andrade (UCAN), giving the 
context for the central theme of the work. Chapter II is cultural and historical in char-
acter, with introduction and commentary by Justino Pinto de Andrade and contribu-
tions from Douglas Wheeler (University of New Hampshire), Jaka Jamba (UNITA), Ruy 
Duarte de Carvalho (University of Agostinho Neto), John Batista Lukombo Nzatuzola 
(University of Agostinho Neto) and Alberto Oliveira Pinto (Faculty of Humanities, Uni-
versity of Lisbon). Chapter III discusses the process of political transition in Angola, 
with introduction and commentary by Vicente Pinto de Andrade (UCAN) and contribu-
tions from Christine Messiant (École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris), 
Michel Cahen (Centre d’Etude d’Afrique Noire, Bordeaux), Filomeno Vieira Lopes (FpD) 
and Jean-Michel Mabeko Tali (Howard University).

Chapter IV deals with Civil Society in Angola and is introduced with commentary by Ben-
jamim Castello (Jubileu 2000 Angola). This chapter contains texts by Fernando Pacheco 
(ADRA), João Paulo N’Ganga (Folha 8), Jorge Eurico (AJPD), Mónica Rafael (CES-FEUC), 
Aline Afonso Pereira (ICSTE), Cristina Salvador (Universidade Técnica de Lisboa) and 
Cristina Rodrigues (ICSTE). Chapter V examines Angolan relations with the international 
community, with introduction and commentary by Gerald Bender (University of Southern 
California) and articles by Paulo Jorge (MPLA), Arvind Ganesan (Human Rights Watch) and 
Manuel Paulo (Middlesex Business School, London). The last chapter of the book, chap-
ter VI, deals with issues which dominated the agenda of all political parties at the time 
– the Constitution, political and administrative planning and future general elections. The 
chapter has an introduction and commentary by Angolan professor and jurist Carlos Feijó 
(UCAN), and brings together contributions from Bornito de Sousa (MPLA), Abel Chivuku-
vuku (UNITA), Luís do Nascimento (FpD) and Lindo Bernardo Tito (PRS). 
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The project continued with the organisation of a new international conference in 
Luanda that was held on 7–8 August 2008, about one month before legislative elec-
tions. This conference focused on the relationship between civil society and politics, 
positioning the case of Angola within a regional and international context. For this 
reason, a number of regional speakers and guests were invited from southern Africa, 
from Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Namibia, Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Mozambique, as well as others from Europe and the USA. 

The specificities of Angola were analysed in panels such as CSOs, human rights 
and politics; gender, youth and civil society; media and socio-political development; 
churches and socio-political/economic development; corporate social responsibility. 
There was also a round table discussion on the Angolan Civil Society Conference.2 
Regional comparison was undertaken by two panels, the first on South Africa, Na-
mibia and Botswana and the second on Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Inter-
national comparison was undertaken in a panel on relations between civil society 
and the international community (donors and international NGOs).

At the same time as the conference, and with the same title, the second book of the 
project was launched, with the participation of several authors from southern Africa, 
as well as Angolan, European and American authors.

Once more the conference and the book were landmarks at a particularly important 
and historical moment for Angola ‒ the time of the electoral campaign for legislative 
elections (the first since the ending of the war), held on 5th September 2008. The 
conference was highly participative with much public interest (nearly 300 people), 
and live transmission from Radio Ecclesia (over both days), also being broadcast 
across the world through the station’s internet and the valuable support given by its 
Director, Maurício Camuto.

2  The round table on the Angolan Civil Society Conference process will not be dealt with here. An extensive report was published in early 2009, 
and can be found at: www.ces.uc.pt/conferenciaangola2009.

II Second International Conference  
& Second Book (Luanda August 2008): 
Civil Society and Politics in Angola, 
Regional and International Context 
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KEy POINTS FROM PANELS AT SECOND CONFERENCE  – LUANDA 20083

Opening speech – The Angolan Revolution: Retrospective and Prospective4

Professor John Marcum (University of California)

     Angola emerged in 2002 from an oppressive and isolating colonial domi-
nation that had culminated in four decades of devastating anti-colonial and 
civil conflict. It was a history patently unfavourable to the successful devel-
opment of a vibrant, democratic civil society. Understanding and overcoming 
the imprints of this past will be important in efforts to construct a new, just 
and free Angolan polity.

     Given the relatively limited resources of a small European power, Antonio 
Salazar’s Estado Novo relied on forced labour, secret police (PIDE), educa-
tional deprivation and closed borders to isolate and preserve an anachro-
nistic empire. It eventually relented under economic duress to allow outside 
(Gulf Oil) investment in oil exploration and development and a growing inter-
national commerce in coffee, cotton and iron ore. 

     Portugal denied to its colonies the postwar reforms that elsewhere led 
much of colonial Africa to independence in the 1960s. As a consequence, 
Angola was fated to endure the human and physical devastation inherent in 
guerrilla insurgency. It therefore suffered without experiencing the albeit 
brief and flawed but heuristic exposure to democratic values and practices 
with the growth of diverse civic, cultural, religious and educational institu-
tions that preceded the largely peaceful transition of British and French 
territories to independence. There were no independent newspapers and 
journals, no institutions of higher learning like those of Dakar, Ife, Legon 
and Makerere. Some 80 to 90 per cent of the population was left illiterate.

     From the outset, Angola’s nationalist movements mirrored the dichotomous 
reality of two Angolas. There was the Angola of urban coastal communities 
and to some extent the central agricultural highlands that bore the cultural 
and economic imprint of a significant Portuguese presence. Its core was 
the ‘central society’ of Luanda, with a lusophone assimilado and mestiço 
elite and a bureaucratic outreach that extended over the neighbouring Kim-
bundu region. It was from among educated and disaffected professionals 
within this central society that the MPLA drew its formative leadership. 
And it was from within this central society that three universalist ideolo-
gies would over time project claims to the future of the country. The first 
was an atavistic colonial doctrine of assimilation of Africans into a common 
society and state. The second was the theology of a Portuguese Catholic 
hierarchy tied to and closely supportive of the colonial bureaucracy. The 
third was a revolutionary Marxist ideology originally incubated via contact 

3 As it is impossible to present the various panel interventions in total, we present a summary of presentations given. The selection of interven-
tions was done by the editor and rapporteur, and reflects points which were considered to be most relevant from the different interventions. 
4 This text also includes points from the interview given by Professor Marcum during the conference in Luanda and published in Novo Jornal 
(Issue No. 30, 15 August 2008).
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with western European intellectuals and militants and ultimately implanted 
as the official canon of an independent Angolan state by virtue of the Cold 
War intervention of Cuba and the Soviet Union. Both the colonial/Catholic 
and the Marxist doctrinal propositions were centralist, and neither was dis-
posed to accept the validity of divergent or pluralist goals for the country.

     The other Angola was that of the ‘tributary’ or traditional rural societies of 
the interior whose ethnically diverse peasants and herders constituted the 
bulk of the population. It was this more traditional Angola that generated 
liberation movements of an ethno-regional character which competed with 
the MPLA for ascendancy during the anti-colonial struggle. And of histori-
cal relevance to contemporary quests for the creation of a new civil society 
in Angola, each was closely associated with the churches and schools of 
particular Protestant missions.

     Speaking at a UCLA conference on Portuguese Speaking Africa in 1976, 
Lawrence Henderson of the United Church Board for World Ministries ob-
served: ‘In the past, Protestant churches were the principal fora in which 
the Angolans could express their aspirations and work for the achievement 
of their goals. They played a role similar to that of the Black churches in 
the United States for the century after the Civil War. The choice and train-
ing of Angolan leaders was primarily a function of the Christian communi-
ties. Health, education, and welfare programs for Africans were organised 
through Christian institutions. Hope was kept alive in the face of oppres-
sion.’ Henderson could not have imagined the fervour with which the central 
society movement that came to power in 1975–76 would act in a fashion 
historically characteristic of the early phases of a revolutionary regime.

     Two decades of violence then ensued as UNITA retreated and reconstructed 
itself in the vast south-eastern bush with South African assistance. The result 
was to render Angola a devastated country of tens of thousands of landmine 
amputees, thousands more civilian casualties and waves of dislocated and 
destitute war refugees seeking haven in the misery of crowded urban slums. 

     During the prolonged trauma of the anti-colonial and civil conflict there were 
at least two conjunctures when timely, judicious international – and in partic-
ular American – intervention to foster rational accommodation between and 
among central society and ethno-regional protagonists might have avoided a 
coercive outcome. The first came with the collapse of colonial rule in 1974. 

     Instead of using preventive diplomacy to marshal support behind collective 
United Nations efforts to save a fragile multi-movement coalition government, 
the United States turned by habit to Cold War logic. It intervened unilaterally 
in support of vocally ‘anti-communist’ forces of the ‘second Angola’ and fun-
nelled widely-reported ‘covert’ aid to its chosen contender, the FNLA. 

     The moment of opportunity slipped away and then a convulsing intervention 
by South African forces, coupled with the arrival of a Cuban expedition-
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ary force, rendered a diplomatic solution impossible. Clumsy, ill-informed 
American intervention produced exactly the outcome it was supposed to 
prevent, a winner-takes-all MPLA government.

     A second possibility for externally leveraged political reconciliation arose at 
the time of the election of 1992. The United States and other key players 
failed to insist that the United Nations’ organisers (UNAVEM) hold to a com-
mitment to disarm and merge MPLA and UNITA forces within a common 
and neutral Angolan army prior to voting. And there was no provision for 
the election of regional or local institutions of governance. Together these 
failings guaranteed that the party that lost the national poll would be likely 
to consider that its survival depended upon returning to a military option. 
UNITA electoral victories in its Ovimbundu heartland and the FNLA’s lesser 
electoral success in the Bakongo north counted for naught. 

     The decade of conflict that had followed the election of 1992 represented a kind 
of nightmarish coda to the Angolan tragedy. It prolonged social cleavage, and it 
perpetuated the hatreds of war. With the death of Savimbi and the end of civil war 
in 2002, Angola emerged into a new, post-conflict era awash in petroleum dollars. 
Oil revenue had grown enormously since it first helped finance Portuguese colonial 
ambitions in the 1960s. Paradoxically, however, this burgeoning asset rendered 
the country vulnerable to a new, very different affliction, the ‘Dutch disease’. Like a 
Netherlands that once relied excessively and improvidently on a single factor, a fi-
nite North Sea natural gas resource, to the detriment of the pursuit of a broadly de-
veloped, balanced economy, Angola entered its post-conflict era dependent upon 
petro-dollars. It was then inevitably subject to their distorting and corruptive influ-
ence on economic and political life. Easy reliance on oil wealth encouraged those 
of Angola’s central society who controlled it to neglect rural agriculture, leading to 
a serious decline in what was the core economic sector for most Angolans. 

     But might the social costs of the selfish greed associated with the Dutch 
disease provoke a responsive and effective activism by increasingly or-
ganised and enlightened civic associations? When coupled with enabling 
assistance from international non-governmental organisations, might this 
generate growing civic awareness and pressure to persuade a petroleum 
plutocracy of the need for accountability and reform?

     With oil revenue rising exponentially and the world economy dependent upon 
petroleum for years to come, the financial resources to educate and create 
a thriving and free Angolan society were at hand. Would this wealth be re-
sponsibly and creatively channelled? Would it be used to heal the wounds 
of history? Would the schools and universities, religious and secular com-
munity organisations, print and electronic media of a new, post-conflict 
generation of Angolans be able to liberate the country from a divisive and 
destructive history and open the way forward towards a free and flourish-
ing civil society? That’s the question before you.
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     At the 1958 Accra conference, delegates were very optimistic about the 
capacity of Africa to build truly democratic regimes and to avoid civil wars. 
Nobody expected underdevelopment and authoritarianism. There had never 
been a tradition of opposition politics, and European governments, particu-
larly the Portuguese, did not promote the analytical capacities of people. If 
I were to look back at the years when I was in Angola (1962, 1984, 1992 
and now), I would say that certain things are changing for the better, that 
time heals wounds, and that education is expanding. Human beings wish to 
be free and this will prevail. However, it will not be easy.

     When the victor focuses above all on him/herself, s/he fails to govern to fulfil his/her 
public promises and is intolerant of other viewpoints. Democracy requires commit-
ment from the society as a whole. Absolute power corrupts absolutely. The issue 
is to know to what point the Angolan educational and political systems encour-
age critical thinking and give space to people to assume their responsibilities and 
speak directly to those in power. The war has ended and this is an opportunity for 
youth to take the process forward. It takes a long time to build a truly democratic 
system, and there is no perfect system. One must fight all adversities.

First Panel – CSOs, Human Rights and Politics

Panel moderated by Justino Pinto de Andrade (UCAN), and made up of Francisco 
Simão Helena (Gabinete de Cidadania e Sociedade Civil do MPLA), Carlos Figueiredo 
(ADRA) and Fernando Macedo (AJPD).

Simão Helena – CSOs should not be confused with party-political activity

     I am here representing the citizenship and civil society office of the MPLA. 
     For reasons that are well known and obvious, we are in an emerging demo-

cratic system and civil society is also emerging, is in a phase of organisation 
and consolidation, and this conference claims a rightful space that belongs to 
civil society to fulfil its role within society. CSOs are partner organisations of 
government and must recognise their role in improving human rights, though 
there is much to be done in this area.

     CSOs are not political parties, nor do they pursue political ends. Their objec-
tive is not to overthrow the party in power. However, I think that CSOs have a 
long way to go to ensure their activity is not confused with party-political ac-
tivity. On the whole, one must highlight the role of speaking out and of engag-
ing in its social function towards public life, giving a voice to those who wish 
to exercise citizenship outside political parties. CSOs amplify the voice of the 
people regarding what is happening in society. They balance and consolidate 
democratic power and freedom of expression.
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Carlos Figueiredo – Moderation when confronting public authorities

     In speaking about the relationship between civil society and political power, 
we identify two camps: organisations that internally practise a democratic 
culture and conduct organisational development so that members grow in 
awareness and leadership capacity; and organisations where power is ex-
ercised autocratically, with little transparency or legitimacy, and power is 
exercised in pursuit of personal interest. There are many individuals in civil 
society who only want to be known and co-opted.

     The way we manage power internally determines the capacity to influence politi-
cal power. I have experienced strong leadership in ADRA (it knows what it wants) 
which at the same time creates space for participation that facilitates the devel-
opment of new leadership. In ADRA I witnessed a posture of moderation in con-
frontation with public authorities, and today I see the importance of this position 
in the sense of having created a protected space where new activists were able 
to grow and become strong, later to be able to question authority in a construc-
tive and responsible manner, which effects change in the long term.

     It is important for civil society to exercise power in a democratic manner 
within its own ranks, to build strength for more difficult and wider struggles.

Fernando Macedo – Civil society can and should be involved in politics

     From a personal and a legal perspective, civil society can and ought to be involved 
in politics; human rights are necessarily political. Politics has two dimensions: the 
first is winning and maintaining power; the second is to influence the exercise of 
political power. The Angolan Constitution defends representative and participa-
tive liberal democracy, hence the second dimension referred to.

     When we are faced with CSOs and individuals questioning how the party in 
government exercises power delegated by the people, problems in relation 
to how we confuse politics and authoritarian mindsets begin, aiming to con-
vince people that they do not have the capacity to participate and engage in 
politics through civil society.

     What are the challenges of the political community? It is to clarify the issue of 
whether civil society can and ought to be engaged in politics, with the safe-
guard that those with other ambitions clearly assume this. We must not use 
CSOs as a trampoline for politics.

     Civil society can challenge (here I disagree with Simão Helena) a party or cam-
paign against a party or a president of the republic. This is consecrated in the 
Constitution as a right. Any democratic society must constantly be held up to 
scrutiny, and if CSOs and their leaders do not agree with a particular party or 
leader, they can campaign against them.
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     Human rights are political, and we in civil society can be held politically and 
criminally accountable, thus we need to politically engage with responsibility. 
Democracy is about freedom of expression and freedom of choice, and we 
have a right to campaign against those who exercise political power.

Questions/comments:

Landu Kama: 
the demarcation between civil society and politics is very tenuous and it is difficult to know 
when one has crossed the dividing line, and that frightens those in power. 

Victor Barbosa: 
I must inform Mr Simão Helena that to take responsibility as civil society is an act of ci-
tizenship and thus a political act. Today we ought to speak about civic education for the 
global practice of citizenship; in Angola we should fight for rights, not privileges. Citizens 
delegate power, not sovereignty.

Elias Isaac: 
Today I felt a certain comfort regarding the attacks we suffered last year; I would like to ask 
Simão Helena to what extent Angolan civil society is being weakened by the emergence of 
several organs of the party in power, such as the MPLA’s professional specialisation com-
mittees, which are emptying society of this capacity and knowledge, and of intellectuals, 
rendering civil society weaker and lacking in human resources. I would like to ask Fernando 
Macedo if he sees dangers in civil society political party engagement, taking the examples 
of Kenya and South Africa into account, where civil society members were integrated wi-
thin government, and defenders of human rights soon became human rights violators.

Alfredo Soares Ferreira: 
I would like to know the opinion of the speakers on the independence of CSOs regarding 
state or external funding. 

Tina Abreu: 
I would like pose a question regarding the need for CSO independence and the attribution 
of the public utility statute that confers the right to access public funds (public resources) 
through transparent and legal criteria. Also, what is the role of the citizenship unit that Mr 
Simão Helena represents in this relationship of mediation and partnership, given that we 
are dealing with a political party, within which I am unaware of the creation of opportunities 
and spaces for discussion with society in the widest sense.

Figueiredo Mateus: 
When Carlos Figueiredo spoke of the capacity of organisations to intervene, he referred to 
ADRA, but I would also like him to speak about FONGA. My concern regarding FONGA is 
that its leadership is not democratic and is always from the same ethnic group, and that it 
has not held elections for many years.

Unidentified: 
In recent pre-electoral times, we have witnessed a phenomenon of corruption and co-opta-
tion or political-religious promiscuity between the party in power and the churches. MPLA 
radio and television campaigns have been presented by public television and radio journa-
lists. Do you think this is healthy for democracy?
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Responses:

Simão Helena: 
Regarding for the specialisation committees, it depends on the political strategy of each 
party. I understand them as technical groups which the party consults for advice (contribu-
tions) on particular issues. When I spoke of partnerships, I wish to state that it falls to civil 
society to exercise a role of sharing explanations, knowledge and training and to encoura-
ge and empower society in a wider way than applies to political parties. Regarding political 
intervention, I believe CSOs have a right to intervene politically: they are not party-political 
organisations, but have space for political intervention.

Carlos Figueiredo: 
I understand that a study of civil society is being undertaken by UTCAH where CSOs that 
are not performing well should close. This controlling vision is negative. As for corruption, 
if engineers, architects and lawyers of the specialisation committees, as well as members 
from the churches, are for sale, then you cannot blame the buyer alone for the problem. 
There is an internal problem within civil society that has to be accepted. As for FONGA, it is 
a structure that does not represent Angolan NGOs well, not because of the existing secre-
tariat, but because of those who allow themselves to be represented badly and, worse still, 
do not even want to discuss the issue. You cannot then say that those in authority are being 
manipulative, you must assume your share of the responsibility. Regarding the question of 
funding and independence, if organisations are based not on their membership (this does 
happen to a degree) but on funding, they will not be independent unless they have ‘good’ 
donors that do not impose political conditions: but there are regrettably few such donors. 
If all citizens commit themselves as volunteers within CSOs, that gives them a certain in-
dependence, but we have many CSOs dependent on donors.

Fernando Macedo: 
CSO leaders who are corrupt will have to be purified by the market of civil society. I agree 
that we cannot continue to have the public media destroying public space while being instru-
mentalised by the party in power. On the relationship between civil society and party politics, 
we must be aware of where US political leaders come from – they come from civic life, like 
Obama himself who was a civil and political rights activist. What happens in the relationship 
between political parties and CSOs is that, in principle, those who ally themselves to a politi-
cal party lose credibility and will be judged and evaluated by public opinion.
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Second Panel – Gender, Youth and Civil Society

Panel moderated by Julião Afonso, with Idacy Ferreira (ADRA), Augusto Makem-
bo (EISA), Henda Ducados (Fundo de Apoio Social – FAS), and Maria de Assunção 
(UCAN).

Idacy Ferreira – Community associations strengthen democracy

     We in ADRA studied community associations in four municipalities of Ben-
guela province, and believe that associations have the potential to make a 
positive contribution to the building of democracy in Angola.

     In the early 1990s, and even today, when one speaks of civil society one is 
essentially referring to NGOs and to service providers. However it is impor-
tant to note that from the work of NGOs another type of social capital has 
appeared over the years, creating a dynamic of community participation and 
giving rise to basic associations, a dynamic still little researched.

     The associations we have studied represent very different groups, predomi-
nantly peasant associations, but also cultural associations, small civic as-
sociations, teacher committees, women’s groups, etc. Of these associations, 
we note that those which mobilise the greatest number of people have the 
capacity to concretely address the material needs of people. Civic associa-
tions have less capacity to mobilise.

     While these associations are weak in articulating at organisational levels beyond 
their local reality, they have many mechanisms to resolve things together. There 
is great potential for change in these groups, learning new rights and growing in 
their capacity to engage publicly and speak to local authorities and the media.

     The question is whether the new process of decentralisation in Angola can 
be a catalyst for the development of this process with associations and for 
strengthening democracy.

Augusto Makembo – The state must train youth in democratic participation

     In a democratic concept of politics, states must focus on the person or citi-
zen, and through him/her the state is fulfilled. Youth must be the focus of 
investment for democratic citizenship.

     When youth participation and growth of critical awareness increase, gov-
ernment action also improves. Is it necessary that Angolan youth become 
involved in politics. How can Angolan youth participate, and where can they 
find the means and instruments of participation? Our constitutional law es-
tablishes that the state, with the collaboration of the family and society, must 
promote the harmonious development of youth. 

     It is necessary that the state assume responsibility for training young people 
in democratic participation and not only leave this in the hands of actors such 
as NGOs or political parties, who do not always conduct democratic partici-
pation in the most appropriate manner. 
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Henda Ducados – Precarious situation of women in Angola 

     The living conditions of women in general are precarious. Social indica-
tors in Angola from a gender perspective are among the worst in the world. 
Within a traditional context, women are discriminated against, as we see in 
various municipal fora.

     What should civil society and associations guarantee in the process of 
achieving and constructing citizenship? Respect for diversity; participa-
tion giving a voice to youth, to women and to other vulnerable groups; and 
equity and equality in access and control of financial, economic, social and 
political assets.

 
Maria de Assunção – Discrimination against women related to historical and cultural 
factors

     With respect to gender, the Angolan reality is not so different to that of the 
African continent, where aspects of discrimination against women are inti-
mately connected with cultural and historical factors. In Angola, women are 
the central figure of the family, and many nuclear families are represented 
by women without the presence of a father figure. 

     With the purpose of improving opportunities for gender equality in the differ-
ent areas of socio-cultural, political and economic life, the Angolan govern-
ment has adopted and ratified the most important instruments that have a 
determining role in the transformation and redefinition of gender structures 
within the family and society. However, much remains to be done.

     The formal education of women takes on a fundamental role as it enhances 
 living conditions of women themselves, of the family, and of society in  
general.
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Questions/comments:

José Patrocínio: 
I agree with the vice-minister of education who said that school and education are the foun-
dations, but I regard school as not only the physical space where democracy and human 
rights are taught, but as a space for children to exercise, practise and learn democracy, a 
space that promotes participation, where one invests in developing and training the citi-
zens of tomorrow.

Unidentified: 
We young people believe that participation is the driving force for democracy and for the 
development of our country, but unfortunately we have not had the opportunity to parti-
cipate. The existing spaces for discussion are monopolised by the party or monitored po-
litically. Our participation is therefore conditional. Unfortunately, many young people are 
afraid. We do not want to take anyone else’s place, we only want to have our own space, and 
we want changes in our country. 

Aragão Mateus: 
I am an adviser in a youth organisation and I would like to highlight the countless bureaucra-
tic and financial obstacles that associations face in being legalised. 

Unidentified: 
I would like to draw attention to the need to resolve the problem of illiteracy, which parti-
cularly affects women.

Leogildo Lucas: 
From Idacy Ferreira’s presentation, I noted the statement that there is a lack of young pe-
ople joining civic associations. In my view, this is due to the material needs which force 
young people to seek party-political association that has greater immediate material com-
pensation.

Responses:

Idacy Ferreira: 
Within the associations we looked at, we also noted that the issue of gender and youth 
were very weak. 

Henda Ducados: 
A duty and major challenge of civil society associations is to build respect for diversity.

Maria da Conceição: 
We are conscious that illiteracy rates among women are greater than among men, and the 
excessive burden of women is obvious. This has to do with cultural and social aspects. The 
government must think seriously about women in the labour market, and the responsibility 
that women have as mothers and homemakers. I agree with the comment made that if we 
want youth to participate more actively in society, we need to begin from childhood.
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Third Panel – Media and Socio-political Development

 Panel moderated by Fernando Macedo (AJPD), with Ismael Mateus (Jornal Cruzeiro 
do Sul), Suzana Mendes (Jornal Angolense) and N´Siona Casimiro (Apostolado).

Ismael Mateus – Political and cultural challenges to the media

     I would like to highlight some weaknesses: we have an overcentralised media 
in Luanda and this makes nation building difficult; our press is dominated by a 
lusophone and Kimbundu culture, which is also an obstacle to nation building; 
and we have great difficulties in communicating different perspectives on our 
political life and our society.

     Besides contributing to the development of democracy and being an agent of 
development, the media in our country must meet a great cultural challenge: 
on the one hand is the issue of defending national languages, which we can-
not continue to treat shamefully and with prejudice; on the other hand we 
have our use of the media as a source of culture, including more literature and 
musical and cultural programmes.

N’Siona Casimiro – Difficulty of gaining access to the media

     Angola is classified at the bottom of the Human Development Index as re-
gards the media. At the heart of this classification are problems with the re-
spective ministry, with professionals in the sector, and with the dissemina-
tion of information itself, while bearing in mind the high costs of newspaper 
production in Angola, as witnessed in the public price. 

     We must also factor in limited newspaper distribution. As well as the difficul-
ties of accessing the traditional media of print, radio and television, there is 
the difficulty of accessing new social media such as the internet, a particu-
larly serious problem in remote parts of our country.

Suzana Mendes – Financial strangulation of the independent media 

     From 1992, with the opening of democratic media institutions and the 
emergence of private ones, there has been a greater balance of informa-
tion, guaranteeing the right to inform and be informed. The private media 
developed an extremely important role in the democratisation of the coun-
try so that other actors of society, be they political or opposition parties or 
CSOs, could have a voice. 

     While we are witnessing the emergence of an increasing number of private 
media, these are closely connected to significant financial groups or sectors 
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of society with great economic and political power, which increasingly stifle 
existing private and other independent media. This threatens the plurality of 
communication, and I ask how the media can contribute to socio-political de-
velopment in this context?

     Finally, I would like to draw attention to the non-existence of community radio 
or organs of community communication. The law allows for these, but the 
regulation is still pending. How is one going to inform populations in remote 
regions about what is happening in the country? How will the media fulfil its 
purpose to educate and inform without being able to do this? There is a need 
for political will, but it is also necessary that you – civil society actors and 
journalists – be part of this intervention; it is necessary to influence the state 
so that this mission to educate and inform be fulfilled.

Questions/comments:

Carlos Figueiredo: 
To what extent are your socio-professional structures, trade unions and other associations 
a place where you are active in the struggle for such democratisation? 

José Patrocínio: 
I am very concerned by the lack of opportunity for radio and media at the community level, 
and for youth participation in training and in political awareness-raising through informa-
tion. OMUNGA produced a video on civic and electoral education made by young people, 
and it received no media coverage.

Julião Afonso: 
A worrying aspect is the lack of access to the media by the majority of the population. I 
worked for three years in Moxico, and not even the Jornal de Angola arrives there. Even if 
it does, it is two weeks late.

Responses:

Suzana Mendes: 
There is a lot of criticism about the private media, but it must equally be taken into account 
that it is working in a very difficult situation. We should question the quality of public sec-
tor media which receives large monthly payments from the state budget. We should also 
reflect on people who have been imprisoned and assassinated. Even this year we had a 
journalist imprisoned for slander and defamation, and we as journalists do not feel the sup-
port of the society for which we are working. Our work is risky, we face many difficulties 
and sometimes there is no recognition from society. As for the lack of national media cover-
age, we must remember that the Jornal de Angola, with greater finance, does not reach all 
the provinces. In some provinces when the private newspapers arrive, the governor takes 
it upon himself to confiscate the newspapers. Clearly there is not a positive environment 
favouring the work of the private media.
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N’Siona Casimiro: 
The state of our trade union associations leaves much to be desired, but they exist and 
make themselves felt occasionally. As an Angolan and a member of a trade union, I ac-
cept that we can and should do more. Regarding exaggerations and deficiencies with which 
some issues are dealt with in the private media, this is partly due to the media still being 
young. Even so I think we have an important role. For example, I remember that the persist-
ence of Folha 8 led to modification of the law on military justice in the Miala case.

Ismael Mateus: 
The Luanda-centric vision will not be resolved with greater distribution of the Jornal de An-
gola, it will be resolved with state finances being better invested. There has to be a regional 
media, and community radio must exist. Why does the state need to own all provincial radio 
stations? Put the provincial stations at the service of developing the regions, and promot-
ing the local business community. The Luanda-centric vision comes from having a newspa-
per printed and completely compiled from a Luanda perspective, headlining the council of 
ministers and the president of the republic.

Fourth Panel – The Churches and Socio-political and Economic Development

Panel moderated by Justino Pinto de Andrade (UCAN), with Luís N’Guimbi (CICA), 
Jacinto Pio Wacussanga (Catholic Church), N’Tony N’Zinga (COIEPA), and Michael 
Comerford (Trócaire).

Luís Nguimbi – The political consciousness of the churches 

     The oldest Protestant churches contributed significantly to awakening the 
nationalist consciousness of Angolans. Three Angolan liberation movements 
were led by figures from Protestant homes. 

     Until the early 1990s there were three groups of opinion within CICA in terms 
of socio-political vision. A first group argued that the church was more a heav-
enly than an earthly institution, and that it could exercise a humanitarian role in 
support of the needy from a charitable perspective, but not as politically aware 
activists. A second group believed that the primary duty of the church as an in-
stitution was to gain souls for Christ. They saw politics as a necessity, reserved 
exclusively for those trained in the subject, thus ensuring a clear separation 
between politics and the church. A third group, of a few churches, thought that 
in spite of the mission to evangelise, the church was obliged to contribute to 
the greater society, part of its mission being to guide people in defining policies 
that promoted the well-being of all. In fighting for the liberation of Angola and 
of Angolans, the churches were already in the political arena, they were on the 
right road because they were fulfilling their purpose and mission.

     In response to this discussion, CICA created the Department of Cooperation, 
Justice and Peace, which clearly differentiated politics from party politics. 
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This separation was not possible for the churches in the beginning. 
     The churches linked to CICA were already convinced that celestial citizenship 

is acquired and built from the earth in the socio-economic sphere, and this 
meant one could not delay in instilling morality in the workplace, and engaging 
Angolans to make good use of their talents and mineral resources which God 
put at their disposal. CICA believes that the country dreamed of by Angolans 
in the past will only be a reality when they become leaders in the exploration, 
transformation and proper management of the resources that Angola has.

Jacinto Wakussanga – To anaesthetise the collective memory is a risk 

     We are presently being bombarded by two amnesia-related perceptions. One 
is: ‘let us forget the past to build the present’. This is a subversive because it can 
contribute to anaesthetising our collective memory without resolving serious 
and deep issues. Deep wounds exist within our collective memory that need to 
be healed, while left unattended they will not heal fully. The second suggests: 
‘we have achieved reconciliation and now we can begin the development proc-
ess’. This is equally problematic, because when the causes of conflict are not 
resolved, as in our case, one runs the risk that the conflict will express itself in 
other ways.

     The post-conflict amnesia model which was strategically chosen by govern-
ment is not a model that ends the memory of past violence. It also makes it 
impossible for people to forget the memory of the civil war and authoritarian-
ism, because it is part of the victim’s life that cannot simply be wiped away.

     Forgiveness is required for reconciliation, which has three conditions: the 
truth (recognition that wrongdoing was committed), peace (a promise that 
wrongdoing will not be repeated), and justice (an attempt at changing the 
situation that wrongdoing created, by penitence, punishment or reparation).

     Despite the recent past of war and authoritarianism having been consigned 
to history in Angola, their victims and the suffering caused continue in the 
present, and the pain extends to future generations. The future, which is 
dominated by strong and rapid progress in the rehabilitation of infrastruc-
tures, is founded on an exclusive model.

     Issues such as unemployment, social exclusion, rural migration to the city, ar-
rival of many foreigners will eventually increase the pressure on individual and 
collective memories marked by suffering. We need to talk to each other about 
whether we are going to forgive, for example, the use of the public exchequer 
which, concentrated in the hands of a few, harms and creates hunger for mil-
lions and millions. Therefore, we really must question whether there is space 
for such cheap reconciliation when it is said, ‘let’s forget the past!’
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N’Toni Nzinga – The Church should question the politics of wealth distribution 

     Civil society as well as the church, is a space for education and information. 
It is school that helps the citizen to have a very practical understanding of life 
and even patriotism.

     The church deals with the politics of God, and this is what Jesus Christ an-
nounced when he said: “I came so that they may have life and have it in abun-
dance”. The church that is not working so that they ‘have life and have it in 
abundance’ is not doing the politics of God. This politics is not only done in the 
pulpit, because the church is present everywhere.

     According to an African ecumenist who was president of the World Council 
of Churches for Africa in the 1990s, we have to know how to question where 
the wealth comes from that makes some rich and others poor. The pastoral 
letter of CEAST of March 2006 speaks of economic justice, and this is a 
model that is important in the Angolan process. Yes, Angola is rich; yes, there 
is economic growth; but the church has the duty of questioning where these 
riches are being distributed, so as to proclaim the politics of God and make it 
a reality in the life of Angolans.

Michael Comerford – Church focus on transparency and economic justice 

     We have raised questions here on whether the churches are part of civil soci-
ety. There were times in the colonial period when the Catholic Church was not 
part of civil society, but nowadays it is clear that the Catholic Church is part. 

     We cannot speak of public space in Angola from 1977 without making refer-
ence to the churches. The pastoral letters of this period provide deep analy-
sis of the internal divisions in our society, with statements, for example, that 
nobody can attribute exclusive blame to external factors for the war in An-
gola. The initial problem has to do with internal divisions in the country which 
led some to request support from the USA, the Soviet Union, Cuba and South 
Africa, which further complicated internal divisions.

     Also it is possible to read in these letters comment on elections and democra-
cy in 1992, such as the importance of each party having its manifesto. Three 
weeks before the elections of 1992, CEAST asked the political parties what 
their programme for government was. No party had presented a programme 
for government to the public, implying that voters did not know what they 
were voting for, they were only voting for personalities. 

     In recent times there has been much focus by the churches on transparency 
and economic justice. This is fundamental at the present time given the rise 
of the oil price. Angola is enjoying a unique period in its history with much 
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wealth to face the problems of the past and to invest in the future, not only 
in national infrastructures, but also in its people and citizens, to improve de-
mocracy and the living conditions of the population.

Questions/comments: 

Alexandra Gamito: 
Normally one speaks about the church and forgets the lay people who are the vast majority 
of those who participate in the churches. I see in these a great volunteer force that builds 
infrastructure with their own resources. Is it possible that civic action can only be done 
through formal organisations?

Unidentified: 
There are also very positive examples in the collective memory of mutual help and solidar-
ity, not only bitterness; people who were saved by family relations, people who joined hands 
during difficult times. The reconciliation processes must also incorporate these positive 
aspects, not only the dramatic ones. When we talk about the need for reconciliation, we 
only look to the past, but there are current problems such as criminality, and weakness of 
the public exchequer, which constitute a serious problem for our society. How are we go-
ing to deal with these? Thirdly, I wish to draw attention to the fact that other governance 
models exist, other than those of the elites and those aspiring to elite politics: there are 
several self-regulating community processes which allowed to us to survive up to today, at 
the level of the village and the cities, in contexts of basic community solidarity. 

Leogildo Lucas: 
Speaking about the role of the missions in the colonial period, one notes that the churches 
do not pursue the same mission of training and formation today. What is CICA doing to 
return to the vision of the church as an organisation where people have access to material 
goods? Which COIEPA projects reduce social injustices, such as the demolition of houses 
and death of street sellers? Recently we witnessed a massacre, but saw no comment from 
a religious leader. 

Carlos Figueiredo: 
To what extent do church organisations cultivate or educate people for the exercise of ac-
tive and participative citizenship, equality of women, accountability, etc.? To what extent 
do they help to overturn a culture of submission to structures and hierarchies in favour of 
submission to principles and values? Dale McKinley spoke about the risk of people’s aware-
ness being numbed when they get close to political parties or government by receiving 
material benefits from power holders. I think this disease affects NGOs, but I ask does it 
not affect church leadership and whether their awareness is not numbed by gifts, such as 
a Mercedes, Pajero or Toyota Land Cruiser.

Cesaltina Abreu: 
In the three cities where I did applied research for my thesis, Benguela, Malange and Luan-
da, all the responses except one considered that churches are not CSOs, in so far as they 
are hierarchically organised, dogmatic and not democratic, though they have their role in 
the public sphere, articulating and mediating social relations and promoting social peace.
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Responses:
Luís NGuimbi: 
Everything is dynamic. We cannot expect that today’s missions will work in the same spirit 
as those of the colonial era, because the context has changed. Regarding the question of 
knowing to what degree the church could serve as an anaesthetic, sending people, espe-
cially the weakest, to sleep, I would like to say that the church is an institution, a group of 
people with their own weaknesses. In other words, when the church ceases to be the voice 
of the voiceless, when it surrenders its leadership in favour of the powerful, it starts to play 
a contradictory role, putting the weak to sleep and supporting the powerful.

Jacinto Wakussanga: 
On the contemporary theft from the public exchequer, enrichment of a minority to the detri-
ment of the majority, this causes the weakening of the majority by hunger, poverty, disease 
and death. We need an immediate discussion on how to deal with this most serious problem. 
On Carlos Figueiredo’s question about numbing the conscience or awareness of the church 
through material goods, there are two informal positions of leaders in the Catholic Church. 
There are those who argue that the goods are from the country and if they offer me a car, 
they are giving to the church which needs transport. Personally I think that if these goods 
were donated to a specific programme, to a children’s home or to an organisation working on 
literacy, etc., they have a social dimension and are acceptable, but if the car is for personal 
use, then in conscience I cannot accept.

Fifth Panel – Corporate Social Responsibility

Panel moderated by Paulo de Carvalho (Universidade Agostinho Neto), with Fran-
cisco da Cruz (Independent Consultant), Manuel Paulo (University of Middlesex), 
and Muriel Migonot (FONGA).

Francisco da Cruz – Public and private businesses must be evaluated socially

     Socially responsible businesses or companies are those concerned with the 
good of the community where they are operating, as part of their manage-
ment risk strategy. 

     A growing concern with social issues ensures that the business acts like a 
true citizen, with an operational strategy built on ethical and moral principles, 
open and interested in publishing reports on the exercise of corporate social 
responsibility.

     In Angola, the preparation and publication of corporate social balance sheets 
have not been systematic or regular. However, given the weight of the extrac-
tive industries in the economy (oil and diamond) and their social and environ-
mental impact in communities, it would be justified to subject public and pri-
vate enterprises to careful evaluation. Adoption of policies to publish social 
balance sheets would bring greater transparency and better coordination in 
the use of public funds for social investment, in agreements signed between 
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the Angolan government and its strategic partners – national or foreign – 
particularly in the extractive industry. Naturally, the preparation of a social 
balance sheet should observe basic principles to guarantee credibility, and 
should be analysed and approved by an independent party.

Manuel Paulo – Voluntary code of conduct within corporate social responsibility 

     Social responsibility not only consists in philanthropic donations to the com-
munity when profits are high, but in a responsible form of decision making 
and of business conduct in all areas of business activity. 

     Given the limited knowledge that exists on the benefit that social respon-
sibility brings to society, businesses should work to introduce a voluntary 
code of conduct for social responsibility, supported by specific and inde-
pendent monitoring mechanisms.

Muriel Migonot – A weak culture of demanding one’s rights in Angola

     It is important to state that social responsibility not only refers to interna-
tional, but also to national companies.

     International NGOs generally use a strategy of confrontational advocacy 
portraying an aggressive image of civil society, which is not always the best 
way to defend the interests of local civil society and communities, as one 
must consider the role of negotiation and dialogue among all involved. 

     Angola has quite a weak culture of demanding one’s rights. While there 
is a need for greater capacity to demand one’s rights through construc-
tive dialogue, what is the problem with dialogue between those involved? 
It is necessary to have mutual recognition, capacity and a desire to listen 
to each other. This is greatly lacking at all levels; all speak of partnership, 
but in practice the terms of partnership are defined by the one with the 
most power. Often there is a lack of recognition of civil society by govern-
ment and businesses. Many businesses see social responsibility simply as 
financing social projects.

     In Angola, relations with the private sector are still almost exclusively domi-
nated by the government and public companies, so it is still quite closed 
with many obstacles to widening relations with civil society.

     The new decentralisation context could provide an opportunity to give more 
space to local organisations to discuss the issue of corporate social respon-
sibility. It equally beholds local government and the local administration to 
demand more respect from companies towards local populations.
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Paulo de Carvalho – Companies do not fulfil environmental policies

     If we go to Cabinda, if we go to Soyo, what do we see? That there is excess 
sulphuric gas in the atmosphere causing damage to humans and the envi-
ronment. Fishermen complain that there are no fish near the coast, of only 
finding fish many miles off the coast. They also complain that the flora is 
affected, changing food habits. 

     The extractive companies know of this reality, and know the standards that 
must be followed in their countries in cases of petroleum extraction, but 
here they do not respect these standards. 

     We must know what the state does to prevent this. When nothing is being 
done at the level of prevention, what is the state doing to fight it? What are 
the companies themselves doing to prevent this, and what powers has civil 
society to prevent and to fight this type of activity?

Questions/comments:

Unidentified: 
In Angola we have new legislation on environmental and social sector monitoring, but the 
problem is that few institutions have the capacity to monitor implementation of regulations. 
A potential alliance between Angolan and international civil society has a better chance of 
success, because Western consumers, from where many extractive companies originate, 
could demand that diamonds, for example, be explored with respect for the environment.

Sérgio Calundungo: 
Companies place an emphasis on the social balance of their activities, asking us: ‘what do 
we invest and what do you gain from us being here?’, but they should place the emphasis on 
social impact, asking: ‘what do you lose from us being here?’

Elias Isaac: 
I do not know what is wrong, whether it is the practice of companies or the legal framework 
that governs Angola, but I would like to know to what extent the new parliament can play a 
different role in monitoring these processes.

José Patrocínio: 
We do not even know what the oil revenues are: perhaps corporate social responsibility 
should begin by providing this information to the populations themselves.

Responses: 

Muriel Migonot: 
The dialogue connected with corporate social responsibility must involve government and 
public policies, as it is important to connect both. As for the imperative of corporate social 
responsibility, I think that the term ‘responsibility’ in itself implies an obligation, it is not 
something voluntary.
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Manuel Paulo: 
Here in Angola social responsibility is essentially left to the criteria, conscience and poli-
cies of businesses themselves.

Francisco da Cruz: 
There is no doubt that in Angola the issue is one of monitoring the implementation of legal 
frameworks. Reports are also lacking.

Sixth Panel – CSOs and the International Community  
(Donors and International NGOs)

Panel moderated by Rosário Advirta (Christian Aid), and comprising Allan Cain (Devel-
opment Workshop), Paula Cristina Fernandes (Delegation of the European Commission 
to Angola), Sérgio Calundungo (ADRA-Angola)  and David Sogge (FRIDE-Madrid).

Allan Cain – Need for fiscal benefits from social contributions

     The first contact between the international community and emerging civil 
society was in the post-Bicesse period of 1991–92, through an electoral 
programme to support a democratic process in the country. Civil society was 
minimally involved or integrated as observers in the electoral process.

     In September/October 1992, the international community abandoned the 
country, only returning in 1993–94 in the context of OCHA and the humani-
tarian programme. National and international NGOs were engaged in the im-
plementation of the humanitarian programme with funding from the interna-
tional community over ten years.

     The period post-Lusaka (1994) was characterised by preparation for a round 
table donor conference in Brussels in 1995, having designed a Community 
Rehabilitation Programme which was a further attempt at consolidating peace 
through investment in communities. However 80 per cent of the funds were 
spent on government and international community administrative structures 
to implement the programme. The result was negative because expectations 
with communities were not met, and credibility was lost.

     The war restarted in 1998 and the subsequent period was notable for the 
Peace Network (Rede de Paz) led by COIEPA, and the Peacebuilding Programme 
(Programa de Construção de Paz), where Angolan civil society itself mobilised 
through the international civil society network. It was a good example of partner-
ship led by national civil society with support from the international community.

     The possibility of a measure that would allow private companies draw fiscal 
benefits from their contributions to social programmes could represent the 
opportunity for national civil society to become independent of government 
and the international community.
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Paula Cristina Fernandes – A new and wider EU concept – non-state actors

     The European Commission decided to use another concept in its aid strategies, 
speaking about non-state actors, a broader and more inclusive perspective, 
without limiting itself to civil society (e.g. associations, NGOs, informal groups 
and churches), but including the private sector, professional associations and 
trade unions. This new concept is the result of a process that culminated in the 
Cotonou agreement, a process that included civil society actors as partners.

     Non-state actors have an important role as actors for dialogue and policy, 
in the sense of participating in the social, political and economic life of the 
country, but not aiming to achieve political power. In this context, non-state 
actors must be consulted, like others, in each step of programming. But 
they also continue to be agents of development actors – important players 
in the implementation of projects. 

     Another important step was clearly the 2005 Paris Declaration, pursuing 
harmonisation between donors and a search for greater aid efficiency and 
effectiveness. 

     The idea was to rationalise aid via clear instruments and objectives. For ex-
ample, one no longer speaks of budget lines, of which there were more than 
thirty, but of thematic programmes, such as a thematic support programme 
for non-state actors and local authorities, and the European instrument for 
democracy and human rights, two thematic programmes currently in Angola. 
As can be seen, these steps demonstrate the growing importance of non-
state actors both for the European Commission and the European Union, in 
their definition and implementation of development policies.

     There is a desire to make the European Commission Delegation to Angola an 
open space for non-state actors, i.e. open for all consultation processes on 
the thematic groups and also a facilitator at the heart of EU and other donors 
to coordinate and harmonise the work of the international community, and 
to facilitate transparency and visibility for non-state actors. In this sense, I 
think the process for the first civil society conference revealed an effort to 
coordinate the international community here in Angola.

Sérgio Calundungo – Development cooperation relationships have many faults

     In working with international organisations, as ADRA has done, we have seen 
many contradictions and difficulties. We have serious doubts that the inter-
national community shares common objectives. Sometimes when they are 
shared they are not sufficiently clear. I believe that in order to speak about 
development and the international community, two aspects are necessary 
with respect to Angola: the first is a change of behaviour, and the second is to 
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have the courage and humility to become involved in learning processes and 
co-responsibility with behavioural change.

     The first problem or fault is the idea of generosity or superiority, according 
to which the international community supports civil society for reasons of 
generosity, that they come to help the poor and the outstretched arms of 
the weak, which is a distortion from which we must free ourselves. There are 
countries whose balance of trade with Angola and whose company profits 
are far beyond what they give Angola in development support. The second 
problem or fault is what are euphemistically called conditionalities or eligi-
bility criteria. The third is the necessity to move away from dealing with the 
symptoms of poverty, towards a situation in which we effectively want to at-
tack the causes of poverty.

     Are we able to talk about development cooperation when CSOs participate 
and jointly decide with international organisations on analysis, planning, pri-
orities, monitoring and evaluation? One often has the impression that inter-
national organisations engage in dialogue with CSOs, but in reality hope to 
hear the echo of their own ideas and strategies, but with an ‘Angolanised’ or 
tropical flavour.

David Sogge – Transnational power carries risks for social progress and past gains

     We see a growing movement in which political and economic power is migrat-
ing outwards and upwards, increasingly removed from the nation-state, and 
more distant from citizens. 

     Transnational and coalition efforts can have many advantages regarding ter-
ritorial power, such as combating drugs trafficking, infectious diseases, glo-
bal warming, etc. But the migration of national power upwards and outwards 
can equally put many gains at risk in the fight for democracy, equitable devel-
opment, and political and social stability.

     After nearly thirty years of economic fora and different examples of poor 
governance worldwide, we already know some of the dangers of uncontrolled 
globalisation and the lack of transparent supervision systems. Market fun-
damentalism could feed other fundamentalisms and political conflicts. In the 
recent past we have seen this process in the former Yugoslavia and Guinea-
Bissau, and we now see it in South Africa and Kenya.

     In so far as power has migrated outwards and upwards to non-transparent 
arenas, civil society actors must pursue and understand these non-territorial 
arena, the ‘spaces of flux’, joining forces and establishing common agendas.
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Questions/comments:
Victor Barbosa: 
I agree with greater coordination between CSOs but we must take into account that this co-
ordination and approximation is only possible between organisations that defend the same 
principles and same concerns and have things in common, and can thus cooperate over a 
long period. Another aspect that I wish to highlight is that of personnel changes within in-
ternational organisations over a very short period of time, when people leave who knew the 
whole project and are replaced by others with technical knowledge, but leave the dialogue 
interrupted.

Cesaltina Abreu: 
A poor society does not have a strong associational movement with the capacity to affirm 
and face the enormous constraints that exist in this country. There is strong articulation 
between political and economic interests in Angola, as well as the involvement of extremely 
powerful international interests that constrain associational life, leaving it unable to sup-
port and sustain itself.

Responses:
David Sogge: 
One thing that often escapes us is who is helping whom? The United Nations recently pub-
lished a report that captures aid flows from northern countries to the South, and vice versa. 
It discovered that the liquid balance between these flows is $US700 to 800 billion in favour 
of the North.

Sérgio Calundungo: 
I agree fully that aid cannot be permanent, but it is necessary to act so that the causes of 
poverty are not permanent. I think that this relationship of cooperation is not really about 
the international community enabling its partners in Angolan civil society. Nobody enables 
anybody; people are enabled on the basis of a relationship. The basis of our relationship of 
cooperation must reside here.

Paula Cristina Fernandes: 
Gradually more funding is being made available for southern organisations. Three years 
ago the European Commission Delegation in Luanda had direct contracts with national or-
ganisations. The last call for proposals was open, requiring European organisations to have 
national partners and inviting national organisations themselves to apply. This is a step for-
ward. Regarding the quick turnover of staff, for international staff it is essential, because 
while the issue of dialogue is good, we sometimes lose a certain critical analysis by being a 
long time in the same place.

Allan Cain: 
Analysing the international community commitment to civil society in Angola over many 
years, we must also look at the promotion of peace, which was very important.
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Seventh Panel – Regional Comparison: South Africa, Namibia and Botswana

Panel moderated by René Roersma (WorldCom Foundation), with Badala Balule on 
Botswana (University of Botswana), Dale McKinley on South Africa (Indaba Social 
Movements) and Henning Melber on Namibia (Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation).5

Badala Balule – Civil society and politics in Botswana 

     Botswanan CSOs were traditionally financed by international donors. With 
the reclassification of Botswana as a middle-income country, donor finance, 
which used to come with international aid, became scarce, leaving some or-
ganisations without funding. This led to the government becoming the prin-
cipal funder of several CSOs.

     In practice, it was evident that the government only supported organisations 
whose activities were apolitical. Direct CSO dependence on government 
funds compelled them to moderate criticism of the state and forced them 
to enter joint councils with the executive. The government was reluctant to 
finance CSOs individually, preferring to do so through networks. This created 
a situation of dependence, as networks gained a life of their own and became 
more important then their members, who became stifled and marginalised.

     Many CSOs are over-focused on the personality of the leader, and lack institu-
tional capacity, with the organisation usually collapsing when the leaders leave. 
They are lacking in democratic management, accountability and transparency.

     At present in Botswana there are approximately a dozen private newspa-
pers in circulation and three private national broadcasting radio stations. 
While there is no direct state censorship of the private media, there is a 
high level of self-censorship in the sector. 

     The laws are formulated in vague terms, or give arbitrary powers to govern-
ment organs to impose high fines on the media when they fail to comply 
with these laws. The Immigration Act empowers the state to declare a resi-
dent foreigner undesirable and simply have him deported. This device has 
occasionally been used by government against foreign journalists residing 
in the country that are regarded as too critical of government policies.

     The private media largely depend on income from government and public sector 
advertising, and therefore fear that if their reports antagonise government, they 
could lose advertising and will not be able to survive on the income from private 
advertisers alone. This happened with the Guardian and Midweek Sun newspa-
pers. Although the government decision was subsequently declared illegal by the 
Supreme Court, the newspapers state that public sector advertising reduced.

5 It was not possible to present a summary of interventions from the audience due to technical problems with the recording equipment.
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Dale T. McKinley – Civil and political society in South Africa

     After 1994, most independent community organisations and progressive 
NGOs were in financial crisis. Up to that time they were widely dependent 
on external financing.

     A good number of CSOs distanced themselves from previous promises 
and headed in the direction of ‘developmentalist’ programmes directed by 
the state (e.g. the Reconstruction and Development Programme – RDP) and 
of ‘partnerships’ sponsored by the State as part of social provision, estab-
lished with ‘approved’ CSOs.

     The result of these transformations was a development agenda gradually 
determined by state and private enterprise, and the extinction of many in-
dependent CSOs, in many instances anti-capitalist organisations.

     These developments meant that by the mid-1990s, many organisations 
that had constituted South African civil society had been crushed. 

     The recent past and subsequent developments represent a clear ideological 
and organisational division between the principal components of South Af-
rican civil society. On one side we have the new social movements that rep-
resent those who fight against ANC neo-liberal state policies; on the other, 
we have the ‘traditionally’ progressive forces of South African civil society, 
which in spite of regularly resorting to left-wing rhetoric, accept the ANC 
model of capitalist development, such as COSATU, SACP and SANCO.

     Twelve years after the 1994 ‘miracle’, South African society is at a cross-
roads. In spite of dealing with a country of immense natural riches, highly 
developed industrial infrastructure, communications and transport, with 
democratic institutions and considerable human resources, for most South 
Africans life is synonymous with a cruel struggle. Contemporary South Af-
rica is characterised by growing socio-economic inequalities and poverty, 
with health and education systems in crisis. It is equally marked by the con-
solidation and growth of economic property and principles of accumulation 
by domestic elites – black and white – and international business capital, 
as well as the growing centralisation of political power in the hands of the 
black bureaucratised elite, aligned with the ANC, which controls the state.

Henning Melber – Civil society and politics in Namibia

     With a two-thirds majority since the second legislature of 1995, SWAPO 
legislators have secured a near monopoly on the parliamentary decision-
making process. Nomination of more than half of the party parliamentar-
ians as ministers or vice-ministers has reduced parliament to a chamber of 
echoes, which rarely tries to control the executive. From the mid-1990s, a 
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less transparent political system emerged, effectively leading to the forma-
tion of a one-party state and to an increasingly autocratic regime. 

     Loyalty to Namibia is confused with loyalty to the politics of SWAPO, in 
particular to the politics executed by the president of the party. The state 
frequently uses democracy to perpetuate hegemony.

     After independence, the Namibian churches absented themselves to a large 
extent from the political public sphere and avoided confrontations with gov-
ernment on issues of human rights and similar questions. Similarly, the labour 
movement exchanged its autonomy for a place within SWAPO, allowing itself 
be co-opted by the new ruling political class of the independent state. 

     Given the relatively high level of press freedom and the impressive number 
of private and politically attentive media institutions (at least in the print 
media), the domination of the party in power is not a sufficient excuse for 
the absence of a significantly critical counter-power. Rather than a lack of 
adequate coverage by the public media, above all the deficit results from 
the incompetence of opposition parties and of other civil society actors in 
supplying news material of political substance. 

     To what extent is the exercise of political hegemony the responsibility of the 
party in power? Or is it a sign of the failure of political opposition parties 
and other civil society actors, incapable of acting together against difficul-
ties? It could well be that these are two sides of the same coin, a result of 
decades of oppression and resistance which recently ended.

Eighth Panel – Regional Comparison: Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Panel moderated by Bob van der Winden (independent consultant), with Luckson Chi-
pare on Zimbabwe (Independent Consultant), Lee Habasonda on Zambia (University 
of Zambia), and Manuel de Araújo on Mozambique (Centro de Estudos Moçambica-
nos Internacionais).6

Luckson Chipare – Civil and political society in Zimbabwe

     In Zimbabwe, politics has always been confused with civil society, ever since 
the struggle for independence. With independence, the government decided 
that social movements should be assimilated within the party. Those who 
stayed outside or were critical were considered traitors.

     At the moment we have a country that is divided, because CSOs, including 
NGOs, churches and unions that are not supportive of the party in power, are 
considered as siding with the opposition.

6 It was not possible to present a summary of interventions from the audience due to technical problems with the recording equipment.
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     This government position is closely connected to how CSOs evolved in Zim-
babwe. The unions were the first organisations to pursue a line independent 
of the party in power in the 1990s. After the unions, other groups followed, 
including the churches, youth groups etc. It was within the union movement 
and organisations and associations of civil society that the nucleus of what 
would become a new opposition party was formed – the Movement for Demo-
cratic Change (MDC). This party was born of a civil society dynamic, led by the 
former union secretary-general. 

     Subsequently, this alliance between CSOs and the MDC unravelled, and 
CSOs realised the dangers incurred if they allied themselves to a political 
party. However, the government continues to make connections between 
CSOs and the opposition.

     We have a government that is very suspicious of civil society, considering 
it an enemy of the state, an ‘ally of imperialism that wants to overthrow the 
government’. It has placed serious constraints on CSO activities. Govern-
ment threats and pressure are constant through use of the police and other 
methods. The prevailing mentality at the heart of government continues to be 
‘whoever is not with us is against us’.

     At present, civil society in Zimbabwe is in search of its space outside the in-
fluence of political parties. At the end of 2007, some civil society leaders or-
ganised ‘the People’s Convention’, discussing the lessons of a past intertwined 
with party politics. They met again in February 2008 and published ‘the Peo-
ple’s Letter’ where they set out expectations for a new Zimbabwe, arguing for 
the adoption of a new constitution situating itself against the constitutional 
project prepared by the MDC and the party in power. They said that now was 
the hour for effective and substantial change, adding that at independence in 
1980, the only change was an exchange of Smith for Mugabe.

 
Lee M. Habasonda – Civil society and politics in Zambia

     The Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD), presided over by Chiluba, 
gained power in 1991 through a socio-political movement and initially gave 
much space for manoeuvre to civil society. However, Chiluba gradually re-
vealed himself as not very different to his predecessor regarding the deficit 
in participation of several social groups in decision-making processes, as 
well as transparency and accountability. In fact, Chiluba inherited part of 
the one-party state mentality, as well as its authoritarian traditions, pat-
rimonialism and particularly the concentration of powers in an executive 
president. Corruption in government and private sector grew out of control 
with the privatisation of state-owned enterprises and the sale of several 
public utilities. 
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     The MMD government began to assume positions diametrically opposed to 
most CSO fundamental demands. The growing political influence of CSOs 
led many political parties to consider them usurpers of the opposition role, 
particularly the constitutional process that began in 2001.

     The government clearly assumed that the constitutional process was a 
prerogative of political parties, questioning CSO legitimacy to represent 
the people on matters of government, arguing that CSOs have no social 
contract with the people, given that they were unelected.

     With differences increasing with CSOs, government tried to create dissen-
sion within the movement and seek the support of CSOs that were close to 
it, those that were generally sympathetic to government, a sort of exten-
sion to the state apparatus.

     With the proliferation of CSOs, not all act professionally and these have 
damaged the image of all. These problems are evident with regard to ac-
countability and a lack of internal democracy.

Manuel de Araújo - Civil society and politics in Mozambique

     The emergence of CSOs in Mozambique gained impetus in the 1990s with 
the democratisation process, emergency aid, and the support of the ex-
ternal cooperation partners. From early on, two essential characteristics 
were noticed in the development space of Mozambican CSOs: the enor-
mous weight of external factors – financing and technical capacity – and 
the increasing discomfort caused to political power. 

     Most Mozambican CSOs are limited, employing intensive labour, characterised 
by a shortage of financial and human resources, and weak in their technical, 
managerial and information capacity. These lacks are further accentuated in 
rural organisations, creating serious limitations for the development of rural 
community organisations and for the participation of these in public life.

     As a general rule, Mozambican CSOs are still relatively weak regarding their com-
mitment to participation processes and monitoring of public policies. Their partici-
pation in strategic national development issues is still essentially of a consultative 
nature, not really inclusive and less binding. Given that this is clearly obvious for 
the population in general, greater citizen involvement in public life is inhibited. 

     As in many countries of the region, there is a tendency by the party in gov-
ernment to manipulate public space in its own favour. Those who hold out 
are accused of political manoeuvring with the opposition against the gov-
ernment. The serious financial needs of most CSOs, with competition for 
public/private and foreign/domestic funds, and structural human resource 
deficits, lead many to yield to pressures and fall into the clutches of party-
political clientelism, leaving them unable to adopt a critical posture.
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     Irrespective of these problems, CSOs have been able to mobilise a sig-
nificant number of citizens to national causes, raising public awareness on 
civic and political issues nationally and regionally.

SECOND BOOK: CIVIL SOCIETy AND POLITICS IN ANGOLA: 
                                   REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONTExT

Several speakers from southern Africa attending the conference were co-authors 
of this second book, writing chapters on their respective countries, alongside au-
thors dealing specifically with Angola. As well as being launched in Luanda during 
the opening of the second conference, this book (437 pages) was also launched in 
Lisbon at the House of Angola on 16 October 2008, broadcast live to lusophone 
African countries by RDP-Africa, with a second edition being published in January 
2009. As for the first book, the demand for further copies attests to the quality of 
the work carried out during the project and the value that people have set upon the 
cross-fertilisation of academic and civil society interaction presented in this way.

In general terms, this book deals with the principal themes under discussion in the 
political contexts of Angolan civil society, namely relations between civil society and 
politics and how the defending of human rights influences political issues. It also 
focuses on the role of the international community in Angola (the donor community 
of both governmental and non-governmental organisations), especially in the type 
of relationship established with CSOs and how they position themselves in relation 
to government and to international economic interests in Angola. It is a volume that 
brings together several authors, particularly Angolan, but with many other nationali-
ties, including a chapter exclusively devoted to the region of Southern Africa, writ-
ten by authors from the respective countries in order to facilitate ease of compara-
tive analysis. 

The book has five chapters. Chapter I contains texts by Nuno Vidal and Justino Pinto 
de Andrade (editors of the books and organisers of the conferences), offering an 
historical-analytical perspective on the relationship between post-independence 
politics and civil society. Chapter II discusses challenges and constraints to Angolan 
civil society, with contributions from Fernando Macedo (AJPD), Carlos Figueiredo 
(ADRA), Sérgio Calundungo (ADRA), Benjamin Castello (Jubileu 2000 Angola), Fern-
ando Pacheco (ADRA), Cesaltina Abreu (IBIS) and Kinsukulu Landu Kama (Grémio 
ABC). Chapter III analyses and discusses the role of the churches, of young people, 
of women and of the media as drivers of human development. There are contribu-
tions from Michael Comerford (Trócaire), Pedro Cardoso (Novo Jornal), Aline Afonso 
Pereira (ICSTE), Reginaldo Silva (Jornal Angolense), José Patrocínio (Omunga) and 
Paulo de Carvalho (University Agostinho Neto).
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Chapter IV deals with the international dimension of the relationship between civil 
society and politics in Angola. While many authors in other chapters also address 
this theme, the authors of the essays in this chapter are specialised in this area, 
and include Lopo Fortunato do Nascimento (Centre for Social Studies and Develop-
ment), David Sogge (FRIDE), Bob van der Winden (Independent Consultant), René 
Roersma (Foundation WorldCom), Kristin Reed (Berkeley University), Mónica Rafael 
Simões (CES-FEUC), Fernando Pacheco (ADRA) and Manuel Paulo (Middlesex Busi-
ness School, London). 

Finally we have Chapter V, which examines the regional context and presents con-
tributions from South Africa by Dale McKinley (Social Movements Indaba), from 
Zimbabwe by Lloyd Sachikonye (University of Zimbabwe), from Namibia by Henning 
Melber (Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation), from Malawi by Fidelis Kanyongolo (Uni-
versity of Malawi), from Botswana by Badala Balule (University of Botswana), from 
Mozambique by Manuel de Araújo and Raúl Chambote (CEMO), from Zambia by Rue-
ben Lifuka (International Transparency Zambia) and Lee Habasonda (University of 
Zambia), and from the Democratic Republic of the Congo by Jean-Claude Katende 
(African Association for the Defence of Human Rights – DRC).



rESEarcH-actIon ProJEct 47

In 2009, the University of Wageningen joined the project with the Catholic University of 
Angola and the University of Coimbra. In this phase the promoters considered it useful 
and necessary to take the analysis, reflection and discussion it had been developing to 
one of the principal international donor centres, namely the European Parliament. They 
organised a new international conference entitled ‘Southern Africa: civil society, politics, 
development and donor strategies’, which was held in Brussels on 17 November 2009. 

KEY POINTS FROM PANELS AT THIRD CONFERENCE - BRUSSELS 2009

The conference analysed several southern African countries in respect of donor 
strategies. The conference was structured around four areas, each covered by a 
session with panel and discussion afterwards. Two of the sessions were on the 
countries analysed and covered Angola and Mozambique7, South Africa, Namibia, 
the DRC and Zimbabwe8. The other two panels dealt with general themes such as 
people, principles and aid practices in Angola9 and donor strategies and the coun-
tries of Southern African10. Timing of the publication of this report does not allow us 
to include full analysis of the proceedings and the learning from the conference.

THIRD BOOK: SOUTHERN AFRICA: CIVIL SOCIETY, POLITICS 
                              AND DONOR STRATEGIES

The third book was launched along with the third conference held in Brussels in No-
vember 2009, with the title of Southern Africa: Civil Society, Politics and Donor Strat-
egies – Angola and its Neighbours: South Africa, Namibia, Mozambique, DRC and 
Zimbabwe. A presentation and public discussion on the new book and this progress 
report was scheduled to Luanda and Benguela (Angola) to February 2009 to national 
and international CSO and donor community representatives. The book adopted the 
previously explained methodology of the whole project, bringing together civil society 
academics and activists working in various African countries, with a view to cross-
fertilising our reflections and to learning from the range of our different experienc-

7 Panel moderated by Justino Pinto de Andrade (UCAN), with Fernando Macedo on Angola (Angolan Lusíada University); Henda Ducados on 
Angola (Social Support Fund – FAS); Raúl Chambote on Mozambique (CEMO); and Michel Cahen on Mozambique (CEAN – Bordeaux).
8  Panel moderated by Michael Cashman (EU MP) with Dale McKinley on South Africa (Indaba Social Movements), Henning Melber on Namibia 
(Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation), Steve Kibble on Zimbabwe (Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition) and Leo Zeilig on DRC (University of the Witwa-
tersrand).
9  Panel moderated by Rosário Advirta (Christian Aid), with Carlos Figueiredo on Angola (UNDP – Angola), Maliana Marcelino Serrano and Hilde 
van Dijkhorst on Angola (Wageningen University); and Nuno Vidal also on Angola (FEUC/CES).
10 Panel moderated by Thijs Berman (EU MP) and made up of World Bank representative, Alfredo teixeira (UNDP), Bob van der Winden (BWsup-
port) and Anacleta Pereira (Independent Consultant).

III Third International Conference and 
Third Book (Brussels November 2009): 
Southern Africa – Civil Society,  
Politics and Donor Strategies

tHIrd IntErnatIonaL conFErEncE  
and tHIrd Book (BruSSELS 2009): SoutHErn aFrIca 

 – cIVIL SocIEty, PoLItIcS and donor StratEGIESIII



dEmocratIc and dEVELoPmEnt ProcESSES  
In anGoLa and SoutHErn aFrIca

ProGrESS rEPort48

es. Coming from different socio-professional backgrounds, the contributing authors 
present texts that reflect varying perspectives, approaches and treatment of the is-
sues and countries analysed. 

The book begins with a general introduction by Patrick Chabal, a leading scholar on 
African studies, who gives an analysis of political transition and civil society in Africa. 
The book is then divided into three parts – two of these dedicated to Angola, and the 
third covering a range of countries in southern Africa.

Part One analyses Angola from the perspective of internal socio-economic and politi-
cal developments in relation to external or international issues and actors. The chapter 
comprises texts by authors who have worked on Angola for many years. David Sogge, 
Bob van der Winden and René Roersma are well-known consultants with a range of 
published reports and articles on Angola, and have all worked for various international 
organisations in Angola and other African countries. Kristin Reed and Maliana Marce-
lino Serrano are academics whose recent doctoral theses dealing with Angola are of 
significance, and are the fruit of intense field research in areas of the country where 
little research has been conducted.

Part Two deals primarily with Angola from the perspective of internal power relations, 
but also addresses external issues where relevant. This part presents opinion that is 
deeply influenced by the experience of the authors in question, all of whom have a long 
background in civic and political activism in Angolan civil society organisations, while 
some are also academics of renown. This is the case for Justino Pinto de Andrade (po-
litical analyst and commentator for a number of newspapers and Radio Ecclesia, and 
professor and director of the Faculty of Economics at the Catholic University of An-
gola), and also for Fernando Macedo (ex-president of the Association Justice, Peace 
and Democracy, and professor at the Lusíada University of Angola and the University 
of Agostinho Neto). Fernando Pacheco is a well-known civil society analyst with many 
published works and vast experience of working with rural communities. He was a 
founding member and president for many years of ADRA (Action for Rural Develop-
ment and Environment), one of the largest Angolan NGOs, and a reference point in-
ternally and externally. Sérgio Calundungo and Carlos Figueiredo are also prominent 
members of ADRA, both with great experience of working with international NGOs 
and with rural and peri-urban communities: both are frequent participants in national 
and international opinion fora on Angola, and have published regularly in this area. 
Benjamim Castello is a member of Jubileu 2000 Angola and is employed by the Min-
istry of Agriculture. He has worked for a number of national and international NGOs, 
and has a long record of civic activism, with extensive participation in national, re-
gional and international meetings on development and civil society in Africa. Michael 
Comerford wrote his doctoral thesis on the Angolan peace processes, with particular 
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attention to the role of the churches in the resolution of conflict. He has also worked 
with NGOs in Angola and in the southern Africa region, and has extensive knowledge 
of the social reality in Angola.

Part Three, the last part of the book, focuses on the region of Southern Africa, and 
presents analysis by specialists from different countries who, in the majority of cas-
es, generally combine civic activist engagement with academic investigation. Dale 
McKinley, as well as having a doctorate in political science, is a committed activist in 
the South Africa Indaba Social Movements and is involved in various political and civic 
activities in the poor townships of Johannesburg. He has numerous academic publica-
tions and commitments across South Africa and beyond. Henning Melber was a mem-
ber of SWAPO in Namibia during the liberation struggle, and also has a doctorate in 
political science and a range of academic publications dedicated to analysis of post-
independence Namibia. Manuel de Araújo and Raúl Chambote are Mozambican aca-
demics, members of the Centre for Mozambican and International Studies. Both are 
currently concluding their doctoral theses in London on contemporary Mozambican 
social and political reality. Manuel de Araújo also had a political career as a FRELIMO 
parliamentarian. Leo Zeilig is a researcher at the University of the Witwatersrand and 
the Centre for Sociological Research in Johannesburg, and his work deals with demo-
cratic transition in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Elinor Sisulu, Pascal Richard 
and Steve Kibble wrote the text on Zimbabwe, and their work is the combined opinion 
of three activists with different careers who came together in the Crisis in Zimbabwe 
Coalition, an international alliance of activists and organisations concerned with the 
defence of human rights in Zimbabwe. Elinor Sisulu is a well-known human rights ac-
tivist, while Pascal Richard and Steve Kibble have had academic careers, and are both 
currently involved in political civic activism. The three frequently attend regional and 
international meetings discussing these issues, as well as various human rights advo-
cacy activities inside and outside Africa.
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